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President’s Greeting 
       
 
President’s Greeting    August 2016 

After almost 20 years as a Libeau Family committee member; it is clearly time to 
take the presidential hot seat. Returning from my first trip to France in 1996, I was 
excited to learn more of my French roots and offered to join the committee at the 
Libeau AGM chaired then by Peter Yeoman. 

 My eldest son and I attended the reunion at Rochefort in 2000. Meeting up with 
descendants from Joseph’s first and second wives was a profound experience as 
connections were made with far-flung relatives. These relationships have been 
nurtured during frequent trips to Charente-Maritime, Bordeaux and Gascony.  

Gilles Fournat in Sugeres is our family researcher extraordinaire; he located the 
hamlet where Joseph Libeau was born; and continues to research family in France 
as well as tracking numerous relatives.  

The most poignant reminder of my ancestry is the cottage at 54 rue Grehan built 
by Joseph Libeau jnr for his wife Clemence Gendrot who was a childhood friend 
from the Comte de Paris voyage. My great grandmother Marie was born here 
13.10.1857. 

Recently restored by a Christchurch couple; it is available to rent and the holidays 
I have spent in that tiny cottage truly connect me to the past. I lay claim to Akaroa 
connections from both parents; Libeau on my mother’s side - Dr Daniel Watkins 
my father’s great grandfather sailed from England on the Cressy as Surgeon 
Superintendant in Akaroa as the first doctor to settle there. Later in the 
Courtroom, he and Joseph Libeau committed Maryann Hedgman to Sunnyside. 

The committee has met to plan events and improve communication using email 
and Facebook. Let us know if you have anything to contribute to La Gazette!  

A bientot  

Heather Libeau-Dow. 

 

 

 

 



 

Births, Deaths,Marriages & Birthdays 
Deaths:      Peter Graham Nielsen Wright died 27 June 2016.  
 
Births:  Amara Nakamura, daughter of Andrew (Clark) and Mana Nakamura, born in 

New Plymouth on 2 March 2016. A grandson for Kevin Clark. 
   
  Harry David Brothers 17 March 2016 in Whangarei.  Brother to Owen Paul –  
   22 Feb 2014.  Grandson of Barbara and Paul Linton. 
 

Oliver William Bayly 24 Apr 2016 in Auckland.  Grandson to Philip Blank and    
Grand-nephew to Barbara and Paul Linton. 

 

Contact Changes 
 
Have you changed your e-mail or residential address?  Ensure you let us know so we 
can continue to send you La Gazette.  Also, Wendy, our treasurer needs to know of any 
changes.  
 
 Both Wendy’s and Bruce Clark’s contact details are at the end of this newsletter. 
 

French A.G.M. 
 

Libeau Rochefort - Akaroa       Rochefort, 

 May 13, 2016 
 Association Loi 1901  

Bulletin No. 15 

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF 26 APRIL 2016 

Present were (16 members):  
BOUSSIRON Alain and Annick  
FOURNAT Francis and Andrée  
FOURNAT Gilles and Micheline  
GAUTRONNEAU Marie-Claire  
LIBAUD Michel and Michèle  
MAZET Jeanne and Baudouin  
MITCHELL Annick  
MORIN Annie  
TAUZIN Gisèle and François  
WRIGHT Grant  
 
 
 
 



 

And a warm welcome to our New Zealand cousins at the meeting  

Leone and Bruce FULLER, who came to visit us on a trip to France, 

Kevin CLARK, based in La Rochelle since one year, renewed his passport for an 
additional period that we all know well.    

Excused were:  Doug and Tony BARDET-VICTOR, Catherine HUON, Hélène HYVES 
and Gilles FILLON, Pierre and Claudie HYVES, Annie LIBAUD, 
Florence LIBAUD. 

Tuesday, April 26 was chosen for our annual general meeting.   Pleasure of being at the restaurant LA 
PIERRE Saint-Rogatien near La Rochelle, breathtaking. Then the meeting was held at Alain and Annick 
BOUSSIRON in Périgny.    Very good atmosphere around champagne and cupcakes. At the end of record 
you will find four pictures of this beautiful day. 

At the agenda moral record:  

Our association is doing well and the presence of members at the meetings is correct. There is a very 
good atmosphere every time. We have frequent contacts with our New Zealand cousins who come 
regularly and who we visit.   

All members of the bureau shall retain their position:  

- Grant WRIGHT, President of honour  
- Jeanne MAZET, President  
- Francis FOURNAT, Vice President,  
- Gilles FOURNAT, responsible for communication  
- Alain BOUSSIRON, Treasurer  
- Andrée FOURNAT, Assistant Treasurer  
- Michele LIBAUD, Secretary  
- Micheline FOURNAT, Deputy - Secretary  
- Baudouin MAZET, cultural organizer 

16 members contributed in 2015.    

Financial reporting: financial statement was approved unanimously by the General Assembly.                            

 News a few visits (mi-2015 and beginning 2016): 

 2015 July: from Patricia STONEMAN (née CLARK)  

September: from Anne MAGINNESS (CLARK on his mother's side) and her husband Dave WEST  

2016    April from Bruce Leone FULLER (née WRIGHT)  
May: visit Suzanne McNABB and her sister Karen (born HUNT Mary Ella and McNABB Raymond 
Francis)  

Visit forecast: - Joy MASTERS (née WRIGHT) and her son Andrew, sister and nephew of           
Grant WRIGHT. 

In the month of August various Assembly was unanimously agree to buy a paver which will be 
registered:  

FAMILY LIBEAU 
    ROCHEFORT 

                    FRANCE 



 

to be placed with others before the Akaroa Museum to help its reconstruction and modernization.     

 

In CONCLUSION  

The meeting very successful and very cheerful,  spiced up by the arrival of Bruce and Leone, Kevin, as 
well as Grant. But a great regret that Leone resigned within the love of the Committee.      

Michèle LIBAUD      Jeanne MAZET  
Secretary       President 
(From the Editor:  My apologies if ‘Mr Microsoft’ has not translated these Minutes correctly) 

New Zealand A.G.M. 
 

Draft Minutes of our AGM will be published on our Web Site in the near future 
 

Alliance Francaise News 
 

This year Bastille day was celebrated with a focus on families – a shared lunch and 
children’s circus games entertained those who attended this event in the Fendalton 
Community Centre. 

A French – themed Market at Mt Pleasant the day after the Nice attack was a time of 
sadness and sharing rather than a publicity stall, but could lead to an outpost class in 
this area. 

 A new initiative is a Saturday afternoon classes this tern for francophone children 7 – 
11 years.  A holiday programme for school aged children was very popular.   

The Petit Matin Croissant breakfast continues to be a great meeting place for all – held 
on the last Sunday of the month – 9.30am to 11.30am 

There is a ‘French for Travellers’ course on Saturday morning for those who want to 
communicate on holiday! 

Comte de Paris News 
Landing Day Function 

This year, after a lot of work, we have found a lovely venue to have our annual luncheon 
to commemorate the Anniversary of the Landing of the settlers at Akaroa 176 years 
ago.  We have the conservatory exclusively and closed off from the rest of the 
restaurant and bar which will be great for being able to talk without stress.  There will 
also be a raffle basket at the venue, with funds being earmarked for our Cemetery Gate 
Project.  

Please phone Bev Wilson with numbers if you wish to attend  03 7411933 or 027 
2288060 by 14th August. 
Venue: Tavern Harewood 
Date: Sunday August 21st 
Time: 12:30pm 
Address: 333 Harewood Road, Bishopdale, Christchurch. Right next door to 
Bishopdale Mall. 
 



 
 
Cost: $25  or less for Starter and Main. Dessert extra. 
We will be ordering off the A La Carte Menu.  There will be plenty to choose from. 
Reply by: Sunday August 14th to Bev Wilson ph 03)7411 933 or wilsons01@xnet.co.nz 
 
Facebook Page  
A reminder the Comte de Paris Facebook page is available for those who wish to 
contact the members. 
 
Historical Novel  
A new novel has recently been published based on the early settlement at Akaroa by 
the French in 1840:  “Napoleon’s Willow” by Joan Norlev Taylor  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This book is available at Scorpio Books: $29.99  
113 Riccarton Road  
Christchurch  
3792882  
BNZ Centre  
120 Hereford Street  
Christchurch 

Visits and Travel’s 
 
From Leone and Bruce Fuller’s visit to France. 

On 20th April this year Bruce and I left for our 4 week holiday 
 in France, flying first to Singapore for a few days. 
 
We found many new attractions since our last visit and had fun visiting Gardens by the 
Bay, riding the S’pore Flyer, a river cruise and on our last day a trip to the zoo, where 
we encountered, fortunately near the end of our visit, the most noisy, earth-shaking, 
scary, right overhead, but somehow exciting, electrical storm either of us had ever 
experienced.  You could say we went out of there with a bang, many bangs actually! 

On the 24th April we flew to Paris.  We had a long and busy day which included, also, a 
trip by train/s to Surgeres.  This journey included 2 changing’s of trains, one at 
Futuroscope and one at Poitiers.  We were very pleased in the late afternoon to see the 
welcome smiles of Gilles and Micheline Fournat who were waiting for us on the platform 
at Surgeres.   

 

 

With cuttings from Napoleon’s willow on Saint 
Helena Island in his care Francois journeys to 
Akaroa on Banks Peninsula New Zealand, aboard 
a whaling ship. He plants these willows in his new 
land during a time when the French and British 
compete to be the first to colonize this new land.  
Based on real people and events from the past, this 
well researched story follows the lives of Francois, 
Marianne (a young school teacher) and Manako Uri 
a well-travelled and respected Maori man from 
Banks Peninsula. Marianne and Manako are 
fictional characters who interact with the historical 
families of the first settlement and tie the historical 
facts with romantic fiction.  
 

 



 

We spent a very interesting six days in the Charente Maritime area although I don’t think 
Gilles and Micheline approved that we managed to create an earthquake for them in the 
first few days after our arrival – the first in their area since the 1970’s. 

Our French family decided to hold their A.G.M. whilst we were visiting, starting with 
lunch at a very nice restaurant, then on to Alain and Annick Boussiron’s house for the 
actual meeting.  13 people attended – see photo.  Grant Wright missing, he took this 
photo.  Later champagne and yummy nibbles.  That’s the way to hold an A.G.M., what 
do you think? 

During the time we were in the area we thank our dear cousins Francis and Andree 
Fournat, Michel and Michele Libaud, and Annick Mitchell for dinner and lunches.  So 
enjoyable.  Have you managed to find that little dog yet, Francis??  All this and much 
travelling about, thanks to the ever kind and generous Gilles and Micheline and kisses 
to their two pussy cats who often borrowed our laps. 

When we called to see the Libaud’s in Rochefort, we went aboard the wonderful ship 
The Hermione which has taken 15 – 20 years to build.  Magnificent – see photo. 

On April 30 we returned to Paris where we were met by my dear cousin Grant Wright 
who took us to his very cute house in Voux.  We spent a great 6 days with Grant who 
took us thither and yon whilst wining and dining us very well.  I think by this time my 
dear husband had more red wine in his veins than he had blood. 

The weather during the first two weeks in France had been mostly fine but with a chilly 
wind which did affect our days a little.  Spring was proving reluctant to show her face 
and summer had not begun to even try.   (River cruises to come  –  more next Gazette) 
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Past Clippings from the 
Akaroa Mail and Banks Peninsula Advertiser (1877 – 1920) 

This is an interesting website that shows past paper clippings from Akaroa Mail and 
Banks Peninsula Advertiser (1877-1920). 
 
When searching "Libeau", there are 1467 paper clippings, some are really interesting, 
link below. 
http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-
bin/paperspast?a=q&hs=1&r=1&results=1&t=0&txq=libeau&x=25&y=10&pbq=&dafdq=&
dafmq=&dafyq=&datdq=&datmq=&datyq=&tyq=&o=10&sf=&ssnip=&e=-------10--1----
0libeau-- 
 
This link is on the Libeau website under Links. 
  

    Overdue Subscriptions 
 

Have you paid your subscription yet?  Our treasurer is currently chasing up those who 
are in arrears. It is sad to say that each year a few more people are deleted from our 
society and our mailing list because of failure to renew their membership.  
 
Ensure you don’t miss out on “La Gazette”.    Get your payment made now. 
 
Do your bit to ensure the continuation of the society.  Get your brothers, sisters, sons 
and daughters (or more remote issue) to join today.  
 
Contact our treasurer, Wendy Brown (xbows@ihug.co.nz ) for a membership form. 
 

 



 
Editor’s Notes 

 
Please keep forwarding any articles of interest - travel, profiles, articles etc., to enable 
La Gazette to continue to inform and interest all our valuable family members.  
Send to: Bruce Clark at diana-bruceclark@paradise.net.nz   
 
Presentation 
Presentation was made to Leone Fuller as a thank you for 8 years service a Secretary 
to the Society at our last Committee Meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

       Chairperson Heather Libeau-Dow  

 Ph (03) 351 9006 or 

 021 351919                        

 15A Wairakei Road   

 Christchurch 8052 

 heather.libeau-dow@libeau-family.org 

Secretary Patricia Stoneman Ph (03) 

312 0460                        

1103 Two Chain Road   

RD 5 Rangiora 7475 

cdpstoneman@xtra.co.nz 

        Minutes Secretary Bruce Clark 

          And La Gazette        Ph (03) 942 1705 

          Editor                       7 Mahars Road 

Christchurch 8013 

Treasurer Wendy Brown 

Ph (07) 357 2912 

               124 Paradise Valley Road 
RD2, Rotorua 

diana-bruceclark@paradise.net.nz                                 xbows@ihug.co.nz  
 

         Northern Nth 
Island 

To be Advised South Canterbury Rep Desiree McKenzie 
          Island   Ph (03 689 8872 
   

  
 deay@xtra.co.nz 

  

         Central North 
Island 

Jocelyn Benefield Webmaster Richard Warlow 
          Island Ph (06) 765 5900  webmaster@libeau-family.org 
 jocelyn.ian@xtra.co.nz    
 
         Southern Nth         
          Island 

 
Kevin Clark 

Ph(04)3892706 

 
France 

 

alain.boussiron@orange.fr 

kevin_clark@xtra.co.nz (contains underscore after Kevin) 


