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Presidents’ Greeting
Bonjour la famille,
Welcome to the first copy of La Gazette for 2016.
I do hope you have all enjoyed your Christmas festivities, family holidays and have happy
memories to look back on. I invite you to send in accounts of your adventures and family
gatherings; do include photos! Some lovely family photos have been sent through on Facebook.
The families have expanded in number and size.
It is thought this may have been the warmest February in Christchurch for 153 years. It has
been a wonderful summer, and I hope you have enjoyed the warmer days, although there is a
limit to the number of days we need the temperatures over 30degrees and up to 36!
For those of you in the North Island you have had a little more moisture! March will definitely
herald the ‘season of mists and mellow fruitfulness’. The few fruit trees we have are definitely
‘bowed’ with weight! Although March arrived this week I hope Summer stays a while before
Autumn arrives!
The last week has been a lovely time catching up with family members who attended ‘The
Tattoo’ in Wellington. It was obviously a great success with wonderful choreography. I certainly
enjoyed my visit to Edinburgh last year and was intrigued to observe the different themes that
are included as the locations for the Tattoo change.
Speaking of things ‘Scottish’ reminds me of our links with Scotland and James Dick Clark leaving
Falkirk arriving in Canterbury and marrying MarieLibeau: we cherish our Scottish links. A
number of the family members are involved in Scottish Dancing and Pipe Bands. The National
Competitions are to be held in Feilding on 10th -12th March. For those of you living in that area it
is a wonderful sight to watch the precision of the marching and listen to the sound of the pipes
and drums.
I find it fascinating to browse through The Libeau Family of Banks Peninsula and learn more
about the activities and interests of the extended family.
Now looking forward to the year ahead.
It is intended to have a Sunday afternoon activity early in April to walk along the Avon and view
the new Lamps that are part of the Solidarity 8 project then go for afternoon tea at the
Botanical Gardens or take the children to the playground. I look forward to seeing those of you
who would enjoy exploring the Lamps, including the lamp from La Rochelle. There will be more
information to confirming the date.
The most important event will be the Annual General Meeting to be held at l’ Alliance Francaise
on Sunday, May 17. More details are to be found inside.
It is my intention to stand down from the role of President. There will also be some changes in
the committee roles and a need to include 2 new members on the committee, especially in a
younger age group. I would welcome offers or suggestions.
Kind regards to you all
Patricia

Births, Deaths,Marriages & Birthdays
Deaths:

William John(Bill) Hawkins died January 5th 2016. Husband of Isabella Hawkins

Marriage: Kirsty Sutton to Hayden Gourman at Bulls on 6th February 2016. Kirsty is the
Daughter of Rosemary and Peter Sutton and Granddaughter of Neville James Clark.

Contact Changes
Have you changed your e-mail or residential address? Ensure you let us know so we can
continue to send you La Gazette. Also, our treasurer needs to know of any changes.
Both Wendy’s and Bruce Clark’s contact details are at the end of this newsletter.

A.G.M.
N.B 15 May 2016 at 11.00 p.m.
At the Alliance Francais Building, 913 Colombo Street (just off Bealey Ave)
Guest Speaker: The very interesting and informative Bernard Kingsbury, Genealogist and
Historian.
A plate of finger food please.

Genealogy
We have been requested to re-print Anne West’s email address for those interested in her efforts
in tracing the genealogy of the Gendrot Family.
Contact is d.m.west@xtra.co.nz

French Roses
An example of roses from Grant Wright’s garden in France. Lovely!

Letter Home from the Trenches(WW 1)
Transcription of letter from ‘Soldier Bill’ Will (John William)Wright (Leone
Fuller’s father), to his sister in Little River
(Trenches) May 29th
Dear old girl,
I received a couple of letters from you a week ago and am now taking an opportunity to
answer them. As you see by the heading I am writing this in the trenches. This is our
seventh day in and we expect to go out tomorrow night. We then billet about four miles
out coming into the Trenches of a night to do fatigue work. Eight days of this and we go
into the trenches again for another eight days and so the routine goes on, one mob
relieving the other.

Where we are the enemy’s trenches are about 300 yards away and I can tell you its not
safe to keep ones head up above the trench for more than a second or two unless you
want a couple of bullets in it. It’s too wet where we are to dig deep into the ground so
wide parapets are built up with sandbags.
There is a great old din of a night, rifles and machine guns going all night, bullets
whistling overhead and spitting viciously into the sandbags.
We have two or three hours work of a night fixing up parts that have been damaged by
shell fire etc. All of a sudden a machine gun opens fire on the spot where we are
working and it’s a case of ducking down quick.
The enemy know pretty well where work is going, as we do with them, and both sides
give the working parties no peace. In the day time the cannon have a go at each other and
also present high explosives and shrapnel to us in the trenches, just to keep each other
awake. I used to wonder how the deuce one could sleep but I can sleep now while they
are going at top.
It’s a pretty rough life though. Plenty to do, not overmuch sleep, and damn poor and
insufficient food, but as far as the Germans are concerned we are not worried a bit and
sleep as unconcerned at night as if we were home.
We see some great sport with the aeroplanes. Some of our airmen are daredevils and take
great risks. Yesterday one of our planes flew over the German lines. Shell after shell
burst around him, you’d wonder how the deuce he could escape but he sailed serenely on
over their lines, made his observations and came back safely. They fired over 400 shells
at him without getting him. I’ll bet they were mad over it “ha ha”.
I think I forgot to tell Doll that I received her parcel alright and it was a bosker too. Not
your parcel of cake and shortbread yet but I daresay it will come to light alright. I have
received all parcels safely so far.
I got a letter and a parcel from Grandmother about a week ago. The dear old soul seems
very anxious about my safety but I think I’ll get back alright, anyhow it takes a lot to
worry me these times.
Well old pal, I’ll close now hoping this finds you all well. Give my regards to all
enquirers. I don’t think it will last much longer, it’s too costly to keep going long.

Well Au Revoir till next time.
Love to Father and all the others.
As ever, yours to bank on,
Brother Will xxxx
xxxxx
xxxxxx

Opening of Solidarity 8
The Official Opening of Solidarity 8 was held on Saturday,October 11 at 4:00
near the Armagh Street Bridge.
“A Gallic street lamp from La Rochelle was installed along Park Terrace early in October. This
sleek silver lamp was donated by the city of La Rochelle as a gesture of solidarity during
Christchurch’s recovery and rebuild process.”
Mischa Kuball’s Solidarity Grid is a special body of work which joins a wider collection of art
work including the collection of street lamps along Park Terrace.
The Solidarity Grid is based on the act of giving and the positive symbolism of light with the
lamps being donated by cities around the world.
The dedication ceremony for Solidarity Grid took place on the opening weekend of Scape 8
Public Art.
The German- based artist Misca Kubal was introduced by the Scape Public Art Director,
Deborah McCormack who explained the philosophy behind the project, the support given over
the 3 year period and acknowledged those cities and local Christchurch people who have donated
funding for this project.
Misca was an interesting speaker and explained his involvement in the project. He was also most
appreciative of the support he received and the international interest by many cities of the world.
Once the formalities were over those gathered walked along the pathway to view the varied
designs used and the cities represented. Misca was very happy to discuss the ideas included in
each of the lamplights. The afternoon concluded with a reception at the Ilex Restaurant in the
Botanical Gardens.
Martine Marshall, our Honorary Consul, had requested assistance from us early in the project.
The French Embassy invited the town of La Rochelle to contribute as it included families who
emigrated to Akaroa from the whole region of the Charente Maritime.
I found the afternoon very interesting and discovered another branch of the City Council I knew
very little about. It was a friendly group, including visitors from overseas, who wandered along
discussing the features of the lamplights.
I would recommend referring to the following website where there is more indepth knowledge of
the projects
web site; www.scapepublicart.org.nz/scape-8/

Christchurch’s Solidarity 8 Grid
Sunday 3rd Apil 2.00pm
Come join family members for an informal friendly tour of these interesting and iconic lamps.
(Meet corner of Park Terrace and Chester Street.)
Afternoon tea in the Botanic Garden’s café afterwards?

Akaroa’s Paving Stone Project
As you may know, Friends of Akaroa Museum (FOAM) is looking for ways to ensure we can financially
support the rejuvenation of Akaroa Museum, especially as building strengthening has been completed
and the refurbishment of the galleries is anticipated to cost a further $230,000.
As a fund-raising project, we have decided to purchase paving stones which can be custom-engraved
with the names of local people and families, and placed at the Museum’s main entrance. The cost of an
engraved paving stone with up to 30 characters will be $300. Each stone is 345 x 170 mm and an
example is shown below.

In addition to supporting our Museum at a critical time, the purchase of a paving stone is also an
opportunity to celebrate and memorialise ancestors who were important in the development of the
region, to acknowledge prior family links to Akaroa and Banks Peninsula, and to celebrate our local
population in a way that will truly endure.
Please can you let me know the number of paving stones that you would like to order? The attached
form requires the spelling of words on each stone – when FOAM has received your orders they will be

forwarded to the engravers who will then prepare the stones in batches of 50 (we are aiming for 200
stones to be sold in this way). The limit is 30 characters per stone but, if more than 30 characters need
to be engraved, this can be done at a small additional charge.
Remember, Christmas is just around the corner – what better gift than immortality at the entrance to
Akaroa Museum!
With best wishes and grateful thanks

David Miller
President, FOAM
decanterbay@gmail.com
Tel. 03 304 7567
AKAROA MUSEUM PAVING STONE PROJECT ORDER FORM

Please fill in the template below with the names of your family members you wish to commemorate,
as you wish the paving stone to appear (remember, spaces between names should also be included as
an empty square in the template; use & instead of ‘and’).

The stones must be paid for in advance, either by cheque, payable to Friends of Akaroa Museum (Please
note: not to FOAM), or by internet banking to:
Friends of Akaroa Museum: 0208320012610-00
Please indicate payment method made by circling either:

Cheque
On line

Please send the completed form to David Miller at decanterbay@gmail.com if you have paid online.

If you are paying by cheque, please post this completed form and the cheque to David Miller,388
Decanter Bay Road, RD3, Akaroa 7583. Alternatively, completed order forms can be left in an envelope
marked ‘FOAM Paving Stones Project’ at the Museum.
Please don’t forget to put your contact details below:
Name:
Address:
Telephone:
Email:

Many thanks for supporting our Museum in this great way!
With best wishes

David Miller
President, FOAM
decanterbay@gmail.com
Tel. 03 304 7567

Paving Stones
I have included this information, including the template, for the interest of those who would,
perhaps, like to place a paver to represent their own family name- e.g. Clark, Hunt, Wright etc.
I suggest sooner rather than later as engraving is to start soon.
A paver each for Libeau Family and Comte de Paris group have been ordered.

Overdue Subscriptions
Have you paid your subscription yet? Our treasurer is currently chasing up those who are in
arrears. It is sad to say that each year a few more people are deleted from our society and our
mailing list because of failure to renew their membership.
Ensure you don’t miss out on “La Gazette”. Get your payment made now.
Do your bit to ensure the continuation of the society. Get your brothers, sisters, sons and
daughters( or more remote issue) to join today.
Contact our treasurer, Wendy Brown (xbows@ihug.co.nz ) for a membership form.

Reminder!!
NB: Don’t forget:
Mark on your calendar or in your diary for April 3rd (visit the lights) and
May 15th (our AGM).

Editors Swan Song
It is with some regret I am relinquishing my position on the Libeau Committee as Ed of La
Gazette.
I have thoroughly enjoyed doing this since our first effort in January 2009. I say “our”, because
without the computer skills of my dear husband, it would never have made it to your homes!
The future of La Gazette will now be in the capable hands of Bruce Clark.
(diana-bruceclark@paradise.net.nz )
Please keep forwarding any articles of interest-travel, profiles, articles etc., to enable La Gazette
to continue to inform and interest all our valuable family members.
I leave you with this thought ladies,

Leone Fuller.
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