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Presidents’ Greeting 

                                                                                                                
                                                                                                    Rochefort Harbour 
Bonjour ma famille, 
 
This month I felt I needed to begin on a positive note and look at the silver lining and think 
warm thoughts! Driving through open spaces, along the empty roads looking up to the snow on 
the foothills and the Alps, the sun shining out over the paddocks and ice glistening, it really was 
a picturesque sight. There is nothing quite like a clear, cold sunny day in Canterbury to cheer one 
up! 
 
I recall living in Burnham Camp, well wrapped up in our home-knitted jerseys and gloves and 
walking down the back road breaking the ice on the puddles, visiting the cousins in the holidays 
either in North Canterbury or down to Central Otago. Homes weren’t insulated and fires were 
kept burning to heat and cook. Automatic washing machines and dryers didn’t exist and clothes 
were hanging from the lines in the kitchens above the coal ranges to dry. And we complain! 
 
These homes were a vast improvement on those of the French and German settlers who arrived 
on the Comte de Paris 175 years ago. Imagine how they would have felt when buffeted up the 
coastline within 6 weeks of the place they were to call home then arriving in a howling southerly 
squall. From the diaries and texts we have read their arrival was very unpleasant and must have 
been dreadful as their first shelter was under canvas. I t doesn’t bare thinking about. However, 
they were of sturdy stock and made the best of what was available to survive, establish a 
livelihood and bring up our families. 
 
This coming month we celebrate their success and recognise 175 years of the first planned 
French settlement in New Zealand. 
 
The Comte de Paris Group have organised a Landing Day luncheon which you will know about. 
More information about the Luncheon is available inside.  

 
Remember to contact Leone if you wish to attend. 

  
The French Fest is on the 9/10/11 October! It is going to be a great weekend! Leone and the 
Comte de Paris committee have been working very hard to ensure its success. 

Come over and join us! 
 
The AGM was held at the Alliance Francaise on 19 May. Although a reasonable turnout and 
several apologies it would be pleasing to see more folk attend. 
 
Do feel free to suggest ideas for guest speakers or activities that will encourage attendance. 
 
Wendy Brown, our Treasurer, was able to fly down from Rotorua for the meeting. 
Many thanks, Wendy, we appreciated your attendance and imput. 
 
There was a change in the Constitution which means a reprint to alter the paragraph involved. 
Copies of this will be posted on the website when it has been approved at the next meeting. 
 
A reminder that subscriptions are due! Wendy is on the case! 
 



 
 
At the meeting I indicated my intention to stand down from the President’s role at the next 
election. I would like to remain on the committee but would encourage younger members to 
stand for nomination and someone to take over the leadership of the Libeau Desc. It is not 
necessary for the Executive positions be held by members outside of the Christchurch region. It 
has worked with both the Treasurer and Webmaster living and working from a distance. 
 
Are you interested in adding material to our website? 
All the old La Gazettes need to be scanned and put on file. They go back to 1996. 
 
Amities 
 
Patricia 
 
 
 

Births, Deaths,Marriages & Birthdays 
  
Deaths:   John Robert Masters, (24.03.1932 to 06/04/2015) Husband of Joy Masters (nee  
                Wright) 
. 
 
Welcome New Member:  
 
Charmaine Simmonds 
 
 
 
 
 

Overdue Subscriptions 
 

Have you paid your subscription yet?  Our treasurer is currently chasing up those who are in 
arrears. 
 
Ensure you don’t miss out on “La Gazette”.   
 
Get your payment made now. 
 
 

Contact Changes 
 
Have you changed your e-mail or residential address.  Ensure you let us know so we can 
continue to send you La Gazette.  Also, our treasurer needs to know of any changes.  Both 
Wendy’s and my contact details are at the end of this newsletter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Re Above:    No Stiletto heels, please.  Cut off date  for bookings is9th August 
2015. 

Enquiries (information, internet banking etc) to 

Linda Sunderland: 13 Kiteroa Place, Cashmere, Chch. Tele: 03 3375045: email: 
lindajohn09@xtra.co.nz 

Or Leone Fuller: 25 Hamel Lane Kaiapoi 7630: Tele: 03 327 2829: Email leonef@ihug.co.nz  

 



 

 
These photos were taken at the French Fest in Akaroa in 2009 showing the re-enactment of the 
passengers from the Comte de Paris. 

  
 

     
 
                                  
 
 
 

 
                   A small group of the weary passengers being assisted ashore by the Sea Scouts.                                         
 

 

A Snippet 
 

From Graham Milligan who is still living independently and in good heart. 
 
On the day of the February earthquake, I was putting rubbish in the bin at the back door, and 
being off balance was thrown to the laundry floor. I knew I was badly hurt and managed to push 
my St John alarm but it went off after a couple of rings.  
 
I was lying on the floor and couldn’t get up.  I could hear crockery falling on the floor in other 
rooms. As I lay there, the cupboard doors in the laundry opened and the contents came down on 
me. 
 
 
 



 
 
Being on a rear section, my calls for help went unanswered.  About three hours later my elderly 
neighbour managed to come over and went out and got a couple of men to get me up. They 
managed to get me onto a chair in the kitchen where I sat until my son could get through. 
 
There was really nothing he could do but put me into bed where I lay until about 11.00pm (quake 
was about 1.00 pm) when a man with as torch banged on the window to check if anyone was 
there, boy, was I glad to hear him. 
 
It was a St John officer who had been sent to answer my call. He had a Burnham military 
ambulance with him but no medication of any kind. He told me I was in a bad way and he would 
get me to a hospital as soon as possible. Solders carried me outside, and in the pouring rain put 
me onto a stretcher and into the ambulance. 
 
We headed off to the hospital but the driver was a North Islander and didn’t know the way. By 
him telling me what street we were on, I managed to direct him. Due to the state of the roads and 
after much backing and turning, we finally reached St George’s Hospital in the early morning. 
As their lift was not working they could not get me to the x ray department so they fed me 
morphine and other medication to settle me down. 
 
After a fitful night, I was told they couldn’t do anything for me as their X ray machines were 
broken and they would transfer me to Burwood Hospital. No ambulance was available so the 
nurses wheeled my bed and lifted me, on my mattress, onto the floor of a station wagon. 
Eventually we arrived and xrays were taken.  
 
I was diagnosed with a broken pelvis, broken shoulder and a badly lacerated elbow and spent 
eight weeks at Burwood Hospital and two weeks respite care at Ellesmere Hospital.  
 
I came home to my badly damaged but liveable house.  Repairs are nearly completed and hoped 
to be O.K and A.1 by the end of December. 

During all this drama, Roger Sutton of Cera invited me and 19 other people to meet Prince 
Charles and the Duchess.  What a lovely couple – right down to earth and very sympathetic.  
With a name like mine (Milligan), Prince Charles spent about 10 minutes talking to me about 
Spike Milligan and the Goon Show. 

Graham A Milligan -  aka “ Spike” 

Grandson of Lucien Libeau 

 
 
 
 



 
Corrections for ‘The Libeau Family of Banks 

Peninsula’ 
 

Desiree’s McKenzie’s comment on Magdalaine and Clemence Libeau 
 
In the list of corrections in the April Gazette concerning Page 55, there should be a note that 
there is doubt about the photo purporting to be of Magdalaine Libeau nee Chauvet.This is not 
proven and is most likely to be a photo of Clemence Libeau nee Gendrot . 
 
There are two main reasons for this doubt - 
1. The photo in theAkaroa Museum has only Mme Libeau " written on the back; there is NO 
christian  name. Both Magdalaine and Clemence were Madame Libeau. 
 
 2. Why does the presumed photo of Magdalaine bare such a very strong resemblance to photos 
of Clemence ? They were mother- in- law and daughter -in -law and had no blood relationship 
whatever. Other photos of Clemence in early and later life show the same facial features as in 
this photo purporting  to be of Magdaleine. 
 
 For historical reasons relating to the development of the camera I doubt whether a photo of 
Magdalaine would be in existence. 
I think for historical reasons this point of view should be printed in the next Gazette .  
         
Desiree McKenzie, Waimate  
 
 
Thank you, Desiree, you have very good photos to substantiate your evidence.  
 

 
2015 Programme 

 
Social Events 2015-Still remaining 
 

 
 Landing Day Luncheon at the Akaroa Area School, Akaroa – 16 Aug 15. 
 French Fest at Akaroa  9 – 11 Oct 15. 

 
Bastille Day celebration is not finalised yet, however, those interested please contact;  
Heather  email: heatherlibeaudow@xtra.co.nz   
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
Photo from Barbara Glavish (nee Warrington)  In Paris from left; Barbara’s eldest son, Jason, his 
wife Iveta and their eldest son Slade with Grant Wright.  
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