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Next Family Event 
 

The Christchurch-Little River Rail Trail 
 

29 March 2009 

 

Time: Approx 4 hours 

Start: 9:30am at Motukarara 

Finish: Little River Domain for Picnic Lunch 
 

The first section of the 44 km-long Christchurch-Little River Rail Trail stretches between Motukarara and 

Catons Bay, near Little River and covers 21 km. It was the first section to be opened to the public in 2006 

after the railway closed in 1962.  

The line was originally initiated in 1876 to transport timber from the numerous mills in the region, 

Many of the Libeau Descendants have links with this area, reclaiming the land to farm, milling and 

working on the punts that transported the timber out across both Lake Forsythe and Lake Ellesmere. 
 

View the trail with Ian Hall from the Department of Conservation and gather for a family picnic at 

Little River Domain.  
 

Ian will meet us at 9:30am at Motukarara and guide us along the trail stopping at 4 strategic points. The 

longest stop will be approximately ¾ of an hour. For those who travel by car it will be necessary to stay 

as a group, taking care as we move off the Main Akaroa Highway to follow the line. 

For the more adventurous there is time to bike the trail and meet up with the vehicles at the four stops. 

However, if you simply wish to take the opportunity to bike and meet up at Little River that is just fine. 

The cycle trail finishes opposite the old Little River Railway Station. 

Behind the station is a larger car park for those wishing to collect family members and uplift bikes before 

heading to the Domain. This is safer than stopping along the Main Highway. 
 

There will be a briefing before we leave on the journey to confirm numbers on the trip, discuss meeting 

points, issue maps etc. There is an excellent booklet published by the Ministry of the Environment at a 

cost of $5.00 and available at DOC Centres.  
 

The activity is planned to cover all ages. Those who wish to explore this part of the Peninsula, those who 

wish to experience the cycle trail and those who simple want to have a family day out. 

Interested?? For more information contact Patricia at chairperson@libeau-family.org 

Phone: (03) 354 6216 or 021 475 672 
 

To organise maps and final details please confirm to Patricia by 16 March 2009. 

………………………………………. 
 

The Website 

We have now setup libeau-family.org e-mail addresses. 

Each committee member now has an e-mail address, with all committee members being able to be 

contacted at committee@libeau-family.org 

  

I urge you to please send to us your e-mail address so that a login can be created for you to access the 

members’ area of the website and so that we can e-mail you future copies of the LaGazette. 

  

LaGazette submissions can be e-mailed to LaGazette@libeau-family.org 

  

Have you checked out “Places Of Interest” in the members area yet? 

  

Coming Soon: New events calendar in members area 

  

Richard Warlow 

Webmaster webmaster@libeau-family.org 
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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Libeau Descendants Society Inc.  
Meeting held at the Seventy 7, at 11.30 a.m. on Sunday 25 May 08 

 

 
1. Present   Christchurch, see attached list. 
     Cambridge, mesdames: Julie Hirst, Coral Shearer, Bethel Clarke, Patricia Daly, Elsie Hawke,  
                  Jennifer Williams, Patricia Stoneman 
     Messieurs: Ken Hirst, Lloyd Smith, Kevin Clark, Peter Cusdin, Norman Clark    
             and Vaughan McEwen. 
    

Apologies Christchurch, Fay Rabone, Robert Powell, Fiona Clark, Neville Clark, Carol Kippenberger, 
Peter Tremewen, Gertrude Clark, Peter Breitmeyer and John Coleman. 

 Apologies accepted: Vaughan McEwen/Norman Clark  Carried 
   

Cambridge, Mesdames: Wendy Poste, Cheryl Baker, Ruth McClymont, Gladys Patterson, 
Cherie Cliff, Shirley de Jeoux, Phyl Smith, Jocelyn Benefield. 

 Messieurs: Merv Smith and Barrie McClymont.. 
 

 Apologies accepted:  Elsie Hawke/Kevin Clark Carried 
   

3. Introduction 
 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meetings. In Christchurch a special welcome to Martine 
Marshall-Durieux and congratulating her on her award of Chevalier de L’Ordre National du Merite. 
 

The Chairman projected images to impart meeting information.  These were interspersed with both old and 
new photos of Akaroa and Family history. 
 

4. Remembrance of Deceased Members 
 

The Chairman called for all to stand to remember those relatives who had passed away during the year.    
  

Noelene Mercer, Stanley Jenkins, Annora Warrington, Hilda Clarke. 
We thank deceased members for their vision, passion and service to our family. 
 

5. National Anthems 
 

Heather Libeau-Dow ably led the meeting in singing the La Marseillaise. 
 
6. Minutes of the last AGM of 27 May 2007 were read 
  

 Moved as a true and accurate record.  Alistair Adams/Norman Clark  Carried 
 

7.        Matters arising from the last minutes     Nil 
 

8. Correspondence   Nil 
 
9. Treasurer’s Report 

The Treasurer gave a summary of the society’s financial position.   He noted that he was in the process of 
claiming back from IRD, bank interest from previous years. The accounts also include an amount of money 
from those who went to France last year to settle accommodation accounts for which we have yet to 
receive accounts. 
 

Moved that the Financial Statement be adopted. Norman Clark/Rita Jenkins        Carried 
 

Norman reiterated to the meeting that he wished to reduce his commitment to the Society.  The Society 
needs to find another Treasurer over the next 12 months, but he would still be here to assist a new 
Treasurer into the appointment. 
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10. Presidents Report 
• This is my 8

th
 President’s Report and it is a real pleasure to report on activities this year.  

• The Society continues to work at achieving its primary objectives.  

• Financially the society is in a stable and positive position. 

 

Highlights of the year include:  
• Visit to France in September 2007. 

• The Website, especially the Places of Interest. 

• Consecration of Mary Ann Hedgman’s grave. 

• Visit of American Libeau’s.  

• French Festival and progress with Kevin Clark’s book.   

  The 2007-08 Year 
• The Libeau Descendants Inc has had a most satisfying year. Your committee met on six occasions.  

• Meetings were well attended, focused and objective especially concerning trip to France, heritage and 

planning future events.  

• The Society is now in a mature position to move ahead with momentum and has so many things in 

place for an increased profile!  

• The family is in great heart globally and we need to congratulate ourselves on a fine effort. The next 

generation has an organisation that will provide much worth in the future, providing we attract and 

sustain them.         

• Financially the Society is in a stable position but this year incurred a slight loss due to the trip to France  

• However, our membership continues to grow as the group reaches out to more and more family 

members who take a genealogical interest - also becoming a NZ wide entity rather than one just based 

around Christchurch.    

• Developing the website and delivering more content.   

• Communication has been ad hoc and more regular output is needed to deliver value for the 
subscription. 

 

 The Year in Review 
• Bastille Day in Christchurch. 

• Attending several French Ambassador’s Functions.  

• The Comte de Paris Group, continues to grow. 

• Comte de Paris Landing Day luncheon. 

• Erection of a gravestone on Mary Ann Hedgman’s grave. 

• Strengthening relationship with the Alliance Francaise de Christchurch and their new location.  

• Further development of the Libeau family website and the new members area.  

• Visiting France with 33 others. 

• Hosting Libeau family members from America.  

• Commencement of family book. 

• Family day picnic in March. 
 

 Challenges & Opportunities 
• Delivering family tree on the website. 

• Integrating North Island Family into the Society. 

• Heritage  - final application to CCC/New Zealand Historic Preservation Trust. (NZHPT) 

• Dialogue with Onuku Runanga.  

• Sister City Relationship with either La Rochelle or Bordeaux.  

• Establishing a Libeau Family Trust.  

• Artefacts  - for the family register on website. 

• The next generation.  

• Alliance Francaise Relationship.  

• French Culture & exchanges, the next family major event is 2011. 

• Finding new committee members, especially a Treasurer. 
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 Open Issues for Incoming Committee 
• Membership retention. 

• Offering student membership.  

• La Gazette frequency and conversion to electronic DTP version.  

• Next major family reunion and what frequency should reunions occur - perhaps 2015.  

• Publishing / archiving our family information.  

• Retrieving family records.  

• Working with the Comte de Paris Group. 

• Working with NZHPT. 

 The Committee   
• Your committee is a great, dedicated group whose passion for the family remains strong and is 

committed to the objectives of the Society.  

• It is a delight to chair meetings and be your President.  

• To Patricia (Secretary), Leone (CdP), Rita, Joy, Fay, Bruce (Minutes), Richard (La Gazette) & Richard 

(Webmaster), Aaran, John and Norman (Treasurer).     

• My special thanks to Fay Rabone who is retiring and I hope she will find time in the future to return to 

the team.  

• Special thanks to Martine for your friendship and co-operation again this year. 

• The family in France is our key link and we are blessed with their passion and commitment to our 

cause. 
   

 Empowering the Family  
• We can grow more yet and all of us have a part to play. Our heritage and preserving family records are 

internal activities only but we need to organise events for all our members on a timely basis.   

• We are a proud and large French family in NZ and have an active part to play in our national history.  

• Thank you for listening, 

 Moved that the President’s report be Adopted: Vaughan McEwen/Richard Warlow  Carried 
 
11. Invitation to the Honorary French Consul to Speak 
 

 Martine Durieux-Marshall expressed her pleasure at being at the meeting and spoke to the following points: 
 

• Martine thanked Vaughan for his work on the Committee of the Alliance Francaise and their move to 
their own premises at 183 Hereford Street.   The move was celebrated by the Alliance. 

• The new Ambassador to New Zealand, Michel Legras, is interested in activities French in Christchurch 
and Akaroa and anything that celebrates the French influence.  

• Sister City Relationships. This is complex and discussion has been going on for a long time.   While 
usually based on an economic foundation, it could be established at different levels.   The Christchurch 
City Council is to establish a committee to discuss this question in the near future – Martine will be a 
part of this committee. 

• Martine brought her award, which is very special to her, to show the Society. 

• The suggestion that the next AGM be held at the Alliance Francaise is appropriate. 
 
12. Election of Committee 
 

Patron  Martine Durieux-Marshall Re-appointed unopposed. 
  Moved  Vaughan McEwen/Norman Clark  Carried 
President Patricia Stoneman  Only nomination. 
  Moved  Vaughan McEwen/Norman Clark  Carried 
Secretary Vacant  Committee to review and Bruce Clark to fill in for the time being 
Treasurer Norman Clark  Re-appointed unopposed. 
  Moved  Vaughan McEwen/Rita Jenkins   Carried 
Webmaster Richard Warlow  Re-appointed unopposed. 
  Moved  Vaughan McEwen/Leone Fuller   Carried 
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Committee Existing Committee less Fay Rabone.   Appointed unopposed 
  Moved  Vaughan McEwen/Leone Fuller   Carried 
North Island 
Northern Zone and Historian  Bethel Clarke 
West Zone   Jocelyn Benefield 
Southern Zone   Kevin Clark 
  Moved  Patricia Stoneman/Elsie Hawke   Carried 

 
Patricia thanked the meeting for appointment and thanked Vaughan for his commitment, direction and vision over 
the past eight years. Many goals have been achieved during this  time. These included the formation of the Comte 
de Paris Descendants Group, the placing of a headstone on Mary Ann Hedgman’s grave and the trip to France in 
2007. Vaughan was presented with a Photographic Book of France. Now that the Family is going well globally, it is 
time to concentrate on the local family to bring the next generation into the society. 

 

12. Report from the Comte de Paris Group 
 

Comte de Paris Group Activities 2007/08.   
Leone Fuller tabled apologies for Peter Breitmeyer and John Coleman and made note of the following  
events: 

• The group is still spreading out to descendants of the Comte de Paris. 

• The visit to Germany and France was a wonderful experience for those who went, especially the trip 
down the Charente River from Rochefort to La Rochelle. 

• Comte de Paris AGM at St Giles Hall Papanui Road 22 Jun 08 at 2.00 p.m. 

• Landing Day will be commemorated with a function in the Cashmere Club on 17 Aug 08. 

• The French Fest this year will be over 11 – 12 Oct 08 and be similar to last year, but with the Parade 
going back to the former format. 

• Will continue with Family based workshops (April was the de Malmanche family, November is the 
Breitmeyer Family) as well as other topic based workshops. 

• Both Peter and John travel to Akaroa to attend the French Fest organising Committee. The Group is 
responsible for the Parade. 

• Two further trees have been planted in the Akaroa Heritage Park. 
Both Leone Fuller and John Coleman are happy to continue to represent the Family at the Comte de Paris Group. 

 
14.        Website. Richard Warlow (webmaster for our Site) traced the development of the website to the meeting 
and then, through a projected image, showed aspects of the web pages, but concentrating on the Members Area.     
He then explained further aspects being developed and in particular the sites of interest to the Family in Akaroa 
and France by using the ‘Google’ facilities.   
 
15.         Visiting Speaker in Christchurch.  Angela Pike spoke to the Meeting on the book being written at 
present by Kevin Clark with assistance from herself and Lucy Clark.   The book will be presented as an historical 
novel based on facts and information from the family over the period 1840 to 1920. Information is still being 
gathered and validated. It is expected to be published in 2010.      
 

16. Meeting Adjournment 
The Chairperson adjourned the Christchurch meeting at 1.35 p.m. to assemble again in Cambridge in the 
Number 1 Motel at 1.30 p.m. on Saturday 2 Jun 08. 

 

17. General Business from Cambridge 
 

 Membership.    The increase of membership. How to do this? 
     The inclusion of younger members.  Membership forms were available. 
 

 Website.   Development of the website by Richard Warlow. 
     Access to the members section requires a password only available on receipt of subscription. 
 
 The location of Annual General Meetings. 
     As the numbers are spread throughout New Zealand the three zones have been established. 
    Ideas for discussion 

• Alternate the meetings from North to South Islands 

• Set the date well in advance to enable family members to organize flights/travel etc.  

• Maybe have the meeting to coincide with other events 
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The new book underway. 

  Kevin Clark spoke about the book being published. He has been researching this and is being helped by his 

daughter and niece.  Kevin is keen to receive old stories and anecdotes that add character to ‘the story’. 
 

 French Akaroa by Peter Tremewan.  This book is out of print. There have been requests for this.  

 Patricia is compiling a list for orders. 
 

The meeting closed at 3:00 p.m. This was followed by afternoon tea and an opportunity to follow-up on the 

photos from 2007 trip and a review of the website. 
 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

CHEVALIER DE L’ORDRE NATIONAL DU MERITE 
 

The National Order of Merit is an order of 

chivalry awarded by the President of the 

French Republic. It was founded on 

December 3, 1963 by President Charles de 

Gaulle.  

 

The reason for the order’s establishment was 

to create a distinction which could be 

awarded to French nationals, men and 

women, for distinguished civil and military 

achievements. It can be awarded more 

liberally than the “ Légion d’honneur” and it 

replaces the large number of ministerial 

orders previously awarded by the ministries. 

The President of the French Republic is the 

Grand Master of the Order and appoints all 

other members of the Order, by convention, 

on the advice of the Government. 

The badge of the order is a six-armed 

“Maltese Cross” in silver, enamelled blue, with 

laurel leaves between the arms. The central disc 

features the head of the Marianne, surrounded by 

the legend “république Francaise”. The reverse central disc has a set of crossed tricolores, surrounded by the name 

of the order and in turn surrounded by a wreath of laurel. 

 

I received this award for the work I do as the French Honorary Consul and my involvement with the French 

community in Christchurch , for my work in the development of the French culture and language and my 

involvement with the Alliance Francaise and finally as a translator for the Police, the Court and the Hospital. 

I feel very honoured to have received this award and will continue to do my best and share my passion for France. 
 

………………………………………. 
 

White Family Reunion held            From The Akaroa Mail, 2 May 2008 

 

Members of the White family, descended from James and Clemence White, held a family reunion in Little River 

recently, at a time, which roughly marked the centennial of the family’s arrival in the district. 

James had come from Ballarat in 1904 before making his way to Little River where he married Clemence Clark in 

1909. He died in 1967, aged 82, and Clemence died in 1988 at the age of 105.   

They had 10 children, five of whom attended the gathering – Edna, Lily, Clotilde, Winsom and Douglas. 

The others, Muriel, Annie, Milton, Delanie and Clemence have died. 

Clemence White was a grand daughter of Joseph and Magdaleine Libeau, who had arrived in Akaroa on the Comte 

de Paris in 1840, and James and she were married at the Coach Road property which had been bought by her father 

in 1885. 

Activities at the reunion included lunch, photographs, a visit to the Little River cemetery and time spent looking at 

old photographs and documents. 

Martine Durieux-Marshall with her medal at the 

2008 AGM. 
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Message from new President. 
 

Bonjour la famille, 
 

Our Annual General Meeting was held on Sunday 25 May 2008 at Seventy 7 Restaurant, near AMI 

Stadium. It was a busy session with a summary of the events that have occurred over the past year. 

Vaughan McEwen is now working in Wellington and after 8 years has stood down from his position as 

President. 

We were able to thank Vaughan for his leadership and the energy he put into the expansion of our family 

group over the past 8 years. 

During these years many developments have occurred, one of these being the establishment of the Comte 

de Paris Group. This enthusiastic group is very active and have held workshops, been active in the Akaroa 

Fest, Akaroa Ball to celebrate Landing Day and Luncheons. The most recent was a Bastille Day luncheon 

at Akaroa on July 14. The day was a picture postcard of the harbour at its best! 

The highlight for 40 members was the long awaited trip to France, but of course you have read about this 

in an earlier edition. 

Closer to home was the placement of a headstone on Mary-Ann Hedgman’s gravesite at Sydenham 

Cemetery. This was particularly special for Madeleine Morrisset and the family members who travelled 

out from France in 2002 when we did not know where the site was. 

The establishment of a website is our modern development and is building strength as members send 

photos and stories to Richard Warlow, our webmaster. See page 1 for website detail. 
 

I was approached to stand as President and hope I can lead the Libeau Descendants to continue 

developing the heritage of our family and maintain the family links both in New Zealand and France. The 

membership list continues to grow. It is exciting to now have 4 branches. These are the South Island, 

Southern, Western and Northern Zones in the North Island. We also have the Rochefort-Akaroa 

Association in Rochefort. There are now over 40 financial members living in the Charente-Maritime 

region. 

As always, it is sad to farewell committee members and this time it is Fay Rabone who has taken on 

leadership of another group.  Thank you for your contribution, Fay. 

The AGM was adjourned and continued in Cambridge where the Northern zone of the family live. This 

gave them an opportunity to contribute to the forward planning.  Vaughan, Norman, (our treasurer) and I 

attended this meeting. 

We welcome to the team, Bethel Clarke our historian,  Jocelyn Benefield for the Western zone and Kevin 

Clark who will co-ordinate the Southern Zone. 

We could still manage one or two members on our Christchurch committee. If you would like to be 

included do contact me or one of the committee. Our meeting dates are set. There are 4 during the year 

and held on a Sunday afternoon at the Alliance Francaise rooms in Hereford Street. 
 

During the coming year there are several events planned. Some include events at Akaroa and other events 

when families can gather to keep the links. 

It is hoped to explore the old rail trail from Little River and possibly a chance for the younger and fitter 

members to cycle it. This will be in the late Spring. 
 

It was 20 years last September since the inaugural meeting was held to plan the 1990 Reunion. We are 

now another generation on. If you would like to include your additions to the family history forward these 

to Richard Warlow. 

My own immediate family have welcomed 3 arrivals this year, all girls, and one more to come!! Please 

tell us about these events as the names can be added to ‘The Book’. 

Bethel Clarke has typed the contents into digital form. It is hoped to have this on our ‘secure family-only 

link’ website. 
 

Please feel free to contact me, or the committee, if you have ideas that will keep people in touch. 
 

Regards 

Patricia 
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Summary of Meetings of the Society to July 2008. 

An account for some accommodation in Rochefort has still not been received.   Contact has been made with the Information Office in 

Rochefort and our French Family to resolve the situation.     

• It was confirmed that the Libeau Descendants Society would charge an affiliation fee to the Rochefort- Akaroa Libeau Society of 

50 Euro per year instead of individual membership.    

• Bethel Clarke’s work on the data base (Family Book) is now ready to put on the website.   Need to work out the process to 

complete that, how it is to be maintained and recognition to Bethel Clarke for the work she has done.    

• Need to review the website and consider options for additional information; e.g. photos of grave sites and further links being 

added.  Now completed with more information to follow. 

• Grant reported that our French Family were happy with our visit to France in 2007 and how it went.    This has also been confirmed 

by the many e-mails received to this effect. 

• Patricia to write to the Family thanking them for their hospitality during the reunion and to Bernard Grasset, Major of Rochefort 

for the hospitality received from the town. 

• Lloyd Upton advised his wish to retire from the Society due to age and health.   Patricia is to write to Lloyd thanking him for his 

service to the Society. 

• We now need to look at other family graves that need to be refurbished.    Of note:    

• Joseph Snr’s grave.   Some work was completed on this grave by Jessie Mould about 10 years ago. It needs a headstone 

with more information on it.  Like to have this completed by 2011 (proposed visit by French Family). 

• Joseph Jnr’s grave.   It is noted that this one has collapsed and needs some repair work on it.  It has been noted that the 

grave of Joseph Junior has been affected by the adjoining graves.    Need to consult with other families to fix all the 

graves and source funding for it. 

• The French Family have indicated that some of them intend to come to New Zealand to attend the World Rugby Cup in 2011.     

• Need to consider, when opportunity presents itself, to publish articles in French and English.    

• From the Comte de Paris Society.    

•  Series of Family based workshops this year. 

Two more trees have been planted in the Akaroa Heritage Park – for the LeLievre and de Malmanche families.  Need to look at 

Affiliated Membership of our Society to the Comte de Paris Descendants Group 

• Bereavement cards to the families of Hilda Clarke and Barrie McClymont  

• Point was made at the AGM’s that access to the whole website is by membership to the Society.    The costs to maintain the 

website comes from subscriptions. Again a plea has been put out to provide articles and information for the website. 

• NZ Historic Places Trust Application on Akaroa Family land sites.   It is now realised that our requirement is to have an area of 

land to be recognised as of Historic interest as opposed to specific sections and buildings.   This may not be as easy as envisaged as 

the NZ Historic Places Trust work on specific pieces of land and/or buildings. 

• Social Events planned for Christchurch.   

 Landing Day – 17 Aug 08 at the Cashmere Club. 

  French Fest – 11 & 12 Oct 08 

Little River Trail – 23 Nov 08  

   Waitangi Day 6 February 09 – Walk/Bike trails and Picnic. 

  March 09 – Petanque, Location to be advised 

• Timing and location of the Society’s AGM came in for considerable discussion.   Discussion points were: 

• Alternate North Island/South Island meetings 

• Video Conferencing 

• Plenty of notice of date/location 

• To coincide with other events.  Change Financial Year in Constitution for it to be within 90 days of Bastille Day, 

Landing Day or French Festival in Akaroa or is there another day which would be appropriate.  Need to check with Christchurch 

City Council that the Akaroa French Festival is to be held on the same weekend each year.  

The remaining meeting dates for this Committee are: 19 Apr 09,  3-5pm and 17 May 09 -  AGM.  
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Landing Day Luncheon 
 

On Sunday Aug 17th 2008, approx 60 people attended a luncheon held by the Comte de Paris Group to celebrate 
the landing of the "Comte de Paris" in Akaroa in August 1840. 
The settlers who were aboard that ship were remembered by their descendants which included representatives of 
French and German families, namely Malmanche, Breitmeyer, Le Lievre & Libeau. 
 

Comte de Paris Chairman, Peter Breitmeyer gave a warm welcome to all and John Coleman spoke of the original 
sailing of the ship from Rochefort and the experiences of that journey and early settlement. 
 

A convivial luncheon with all families merging and mixing.  A great meal on a lovely sunny day, much enjoyed by 
all- see YOU next August?? 

…………………………………. 

Funding comes for Akaroa’s town crier 

From The Akaroa Mail, November 2008 

The distinctive figure of Akaroa’s town crier, Steve Le Lievre, will be around town over the summer holiday period 

again now that funding has been organised. 

Akaroa Promotions officer Hollie Hollander said that Christchurch and Canterbury Tourism will be putting up half 

the $4,000 cost, and the City’s Mayoral fund the other half. 

“We have been struggling to find funding for Steve, and we’re happy to know that he will be on the streets and that 

he will be paid” she said. 

“The next thing is to find funding for his new uniform, because his old one is falling to pieces.” 

…………………………………. 

From Rochefort 

 

 

These three pictures are from our Rochefort-Akaroa 

Libeau Association AGM on 22 October 2008.  

We also celebrated Madeleine's 90th birthday (12 

October) while we were together. We bought an 

orange flowering Cactus with lovely colours and 

Madeleine was delighted to receive this mark of love 

from the Kiwi cousins. 
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Births - 2008 

Annika Rose Hobbs was born on 23 June, at 

Christchurch. 

She is the second daughter of Julie and Daniel 

Hobbs and is the grand daughter of Graeme 

Andrew Clark. 
 

Jessica Rebecca Clark was born on 11 May,  

in the UK, daughter of Philip (John Clark's son) 

and Emma Clark  

Both these babies are Neville Clark 's great-grand 

daughters. 
 

Weddings - 2008 

Jenefer Margaret Stoneman married Damien 

Bimler on Saturday 18 October at the Edgewater 

Resort in Wanaka. 

Jenny is the daughter of Patricia and Carl, grand-

daughter of Neville Clark. 
 

Daniel Paul Clark married Sarah Anne Riley on 

Saturday 25 October at Gesthemene Gardens. 

Daniel is the son of Graeme and Pat Clark and 

grandson of Neville Clark. 
 

Wedding - Birth 

The wedding of Elizabeth Louise Clark and Taron 

Andrew Moncrieff took place in Wellington on 30 

Dec 06.   Elizabeth is the daughter of Diana and 

Bruce Clark, Grand Daughter to Geoffrey and 

Great Great Grand Daughter of Marie Libeau.   

The happy couple have made their home in 

Wellington and have recently had a daughter - 

Fleur Frances Moncrieff, born 6 Dec 07 at 

Wellington. 
 

Deaths - 2008 
Barrie McClymont husband of Ruth and father of 

Bethel Clarke passed away on 23 June. 
 

Hilda Clarke of Kaiapoi, passed away on 13 May. 
 

Joan Hay of Oamaru, passed away on 2 October. 
 

 

YOUR FAMILY ADDITIONS, REUNIONS, 

ANNIVERARIES etc can appear here,  

please send in by e-mail, post or fax,  

details in committee contacts. 

 

……………………… 

 

 

To join the society, send details to the treasurer, 

see committee contacts. 

 

 

COMMITTEE - CONTACTS 

Chairperson, Patricia Stoneman 

  Ph (03)354 6216 

  Christchurch 

e-mail chairperson@libeau-family.org 

 

Secretary, Bruce Clark (acting),  

e-mail  secretary@libeau-family.org 

 

Treasurer,  Norman Clark 

  Ph (03) 327 5552 

  P O Box 185   

  Kaiapoi, NZ 

e-mail  treasurer@libeau-family.org 

 

Newsletter Editor, Richard Clark 

  Ph (03) 312 6133 

Fax (03) 381 6472 

   975 Two Chain Rd 

  RD5 - Swannanoa  

Rangiora 7475.  NZ 

e-mail  LaGazette@libeau-family.org 

  

Webmaster , Richard Warlow  

e-mail  webmaster@libeau-family.org 

 

Jocelyn Benefield ,Western zone  

e-mail   jocelynb@libeau-family.org  

 

Kevin Clark, Southern zone. 

     e-mail   kevinc@libeau-family.org  

 

Bethel Clarke, Northern zone and historian. 

     e-mail   bethelc@libeau-family.org  

 

South Canterbury rep,  

  Desiree McKenzie 

  Ph (03) 689 8872 

  Timaru / Waimate 

 

……………………………………… 

  

Annual General Meeting. 

11:30 am Sunday 17 May 2009 
 

Level 5 (Alliance Francaise HQ) 

Ibis House,  

183 Hereford St  

(north side, west of Manchester St) 

Christchurch.  

  

Pot Luck lunch at 1:00pm, same place.  

Items on the agenda include Guest speaker, 
Election of Officers, update of the North Island group 

and activities planned throughout the year, plus an 

opportunity for discussion about items of interest.   

 

If you have items you would like to share 
or questions please contact Patricia  
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R M CLARK 
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