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Our aim is to keep in touch, and keep 

you informed on what is happening 

within the family generally and / or 

present items with a French flavour. 
 

To do this, we need your input, 

includes photos, info on births, deaths, 

marriages and family stories that can 

be sent to:  

R Clark    - details in committee 

contacts. 

 

Any feedback on La Gazette content? 

Annual General Meeting. 

2:00 pm Sunday 27 May 2007 
at Robbies Lancaster, corner Wilson Rd 

and Stevens St, Chch.  

It is intended to meet for drinks at 

12:00pm then lunch at 12:30pm in the 

restaurant followed by the AGM in an 

adjacent room. Plenty off street parks. 

Items on the agenda include Election of 

Officers, information about the 

forthcoming reunion in Rochefort, 

update of the North Island group and 

activities planned throughout the year, 

plus an opportunity for discussion about 

items of interest.  This year the AGM 

will be suspended in CHCH and 

continue in Wellington for the North 

Island group to participate.  This will be 

at the Alliance Francaise headquarters 

on 9th June.  Accommodation will be 

organized. 
 

If you have items you would like to 

share or questions please contact 

Patricia (03)312 6345 or  

Leone (03)327 2829 
 

Last year the AGM was held at 1:30pm 

followed by afternoon tea and our guest 

speaker was Pam Wilson from the 

Historic Places Trust. 

We would appreciate comments on the 

change of time for our AGM. 

 

More dates of interest, 

 

Bastille Day - 14 July 2007 

Landing Day at Akaroa - August  
(date to be confirmed) 

 

COMMITTEE - CONTACTS 

Chairman, Vaughan McEwen 

  Ph (03) 352 5272 

  Christchurch 

 

Secretary, Patricia Stoneman. 

  Ph (03)312 6345  

719 Two Chain Road

 Swannanoa,  RD1  

Rangiora.    NZ 

e-mail cdpstoneman@xtra.co.nz 

 

Treasurer,  Norman Clark 

  Ph (03) 327 5552 

  P O Box 185 

  Kaiapoi 8252, NZ 

 

Newsletter Editor, Richard Clark 

 Ph (03) 312 6133 

Fax. (03) 381 6472 

   975 Two Chain Rd 

 Swannanoa RD1 

Rangiora 7471.  NZ 

e-mail - richard.clark@unitedgroupltd.com 

 

North Island rep,  Aileen Sharp 

 Ph (09) 576 7179 

  Auckland. 

 

South Canterbury rep,  

 Desiree McKenzie 

  Ph (03) 689 8872 

 Timaru / Waimate 

 

<> 

 

 

 

Who are photographs of on the back 

cover page of this issue?  Send in your 

answers and contact details to Photo 

competition, PO box 185, Kaiapoi 

8252 to go in a draw for a garden shop 

voucher.  To be drawn at the AGM 27 

May 2007. 
 

BIRTH   

 

Lia Marie Diane Jenkins, born at Christchurch 

Hospital on 6 December 2006. 

Lia is the 3
rd

 child of Mary-Ann (nee 

Stoneman) and Glenn.  

She is also the great grand daughter of 

Neville James Clark shown below. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Book - 'French Akaroa' 
 

Have you been trying to locate a copy of 

Peter Tremewan's book 'French Akaroa' 

which was published in 1990? 

As there have been requests for this, 

plans are underway to have it reprinted. 

However, a run needs to be more than 

200 copies if this is to proceed. 

Should you be interested in purchasing a 

copy would you kindly contact Patricia 

Stoneman to indicate your interest. 

 

Her correct details are now in 

committee contacts. 

COMPETITION 



Hello from the Comte de Paris Group 
 

Or should we say Bonjour Mes Amis. 
We welcome this opportunity to report on our undertakings in the last year. 
Our Group is ever mindful that we are representing you all –our family 
members, and we enjoy the chance to say Hello. 
As in previous years our activities began with the Frenchfest, again taking part 
in the re-enactment of the landing and the manning of the stall in the 
Recreation Ground. The contacts made during this day are always surprising 
and exciting  - a very worthwhile event.   
Again in August we celebrated the arrival of the Settlers by hosting a Ball at 
the Gaiety Theatre in Akaroa – second time around did make the organization 
a lot easier. To be able to contribute to the Akaroa School fundraising, as well 
as providing for our own aims, made this event even more of a pleasure.  
For this year’s celebration another Luncheon is planned for August – details 
are yet to be decided, however the venue will be Christchurch in the hope that 
more descendents will be able to join us. 
Bev Wilson, one of our German descendents, provided a most enjoyable 
German evening at the beginning of October. It was really interesting to 
identify the food that originated from Germany – especially those yummy 
waffles. 
Approval of our Constitution was the major task for the past year. Many 
thanks are extended to Eileen Woolf who did the majority of the work to 
achieve this result. Now that the Constitution is passed we can progress to an 
official AGM and subscribed membership etc. Please remember that you are 
all part of the Comte de Paris Group, eligible to attend all functions and join 
us on the Committee – all expressions of interest will be gratefully received. 
Lastly we have lots to look forward to in the coming year. The main event of 
course is the trip to France. I consider this a major connection with my Nana 
and her parents and grandparents. There will be seven of us from the Group 
meeting in Rochefort and the thought of it is very thrilling. We look forward 
to sharing this event with members of the Libeau family. 
Best wishes for the year ahead to one and all. We hope to make contact from 
time to time and share more memories and fun times. 
 
Au revoir et bon chance 
The Comte de Paris Group 
pp Linda Sunderland 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Bonjour and tres bien to you all. 
The last 4 months have never been so hectic and feel as if I am on a wagon 
out of control that has a brake sometimes! 
 
Much has been happening with the highlight being Gisele and Francois 
Tauzin’s visit. To all that met them and hosted them I say merci beaucoup 
and I know many enduring friendships have been established. They were a 
real delight and we look forward to seeing them again in September. 
Also, I have been fortunate to attend a few French Ambassador's functions 
and shortly Jean Michel Marlaud leaves us and I want to publicly thank 
him for his understanding and goodwill to us all. 
 
In between all this I have been planning the trip to France for all and feel 
this is a huge task which needs to be delegated as so much needs to be 
planned and I am struggling at times to meet everyone's demands! 
Yes, the numbers of 44 are very good for those aiming to join the trip but 
if anyone else is contemplating this visit then please contact me urgently 
as I cannot guarantee bookings both for air flights and accommodation. 
I hope everyone is learning a bit of French as it will be useful when 
communicating with our French family members. 
 
During last month the website members area was finalised so please see 
article headed WEBSITE where you will be given details on access to this 
new area. 
 
Finally I extend an invitation for everyone to attend the AGM as we are 
having a split concept this year in both the South and North Island. 
 
I am yet to decide if I will continue as your President but please rest 
assured of my continued commitment for at last the balance of this 
financial year. If anyone wishes to stand then please feel free to come 
forward as it is a great opportunity to lead our unique family of which we 
are all so proud. 
 
Amities and till next time 
a bientot 
President Vaughan 



 Mary Ann Hedgman 
 
For some time there has been a mystery as to the whereabouts of the burial 
site of Mary Ann. 
Madeleine, her grand-daughter came out for the reunion in 1990 along 
with other family members. 
It was not until more cousins travelled out in 2004 that the need to locate 
Mary Ann’s burial site became apparent. Mary Ann was the mother of 
Emilie, who had travelled back to Rochefort in 1863 with her adopted 
Benoit family. Emilie later married Theophile Suire.     
It was with much delight that we discovered, last year, the exact burial 
site. We thank Rita Jenkins (shown here on the spot) very much for her 
research in locating this site. 
Mary Ann is buried in the Sydenham 
Cemetery. Unfortunately, there is no 
headstone. With this in mind, and the 
importance it has for family members, 
the committee has obtained a quote 
and hopes to have this headstone in 
place before the group travels to 
France in September. 
It is hoped to video/photograph the placement of the headstone to take 
with us. 
 

At the time of writing we know that Madeleine, the grand-daughter of 
Emilie, is now unwell and is no longer living in her home in Cramchaban. 
 
As part of the heritage concept of the Libeau Descendants Society it was 
moved at the meeting on 14 March 2007, that a headstone be placed on the 
site of Mary Ann’s grave.  
A quote of $600-$700 has been researched.  
This is in the form of a plaque set on stone. 
 
Donations by family members towards the cost of this would be gratefully 
accepted and may be posted to Norman Clark, Treasurer. 
See committee contacts for address. 
 

From the Christchurch “Press” November 2006. 
Story by Joanna Davis, photo by Carys Monteath. 
 

Joy celebrates bar she inspired. 
 
Christchurch woman Joy 
Masters’ birthday has been 
an unexpectedly tip-top 
celebration. 
Her 70th birthday this week 
coincides with the ice-cream 
giant Tip Top’s 70th 
anniversary, but that is not 
the only reason the company 
delivered four boxes of their 
re-released Joy Bar to her 
Cashmere home. 
The reason her freezer is stacked with the chocolate-coated raspberry ice-
cream bar is that, as a 12 year old, she was the inspiration for its name. 
Her father, Frank Wright, was the manager of an ice-cream factory in 
Manchester St, Christchurch, when the bar was invented and named after 
his daughter because of her fondness for eating the company’s profits. 
“My father used to bring home half-gallon packs of ice-cream, but we 
didn’t have freezer, so we had to eat and eat it”, Joy said. 
“I was notorious for eating great amounts of ice-cream.” 
With the names Brent and Grant, her brothers did not share the glory of 
having a product named after them. 
Joy said the early Joy Bar was bigger, with thicker chocolate and more 
raspberry filling.  But she was still enjoying her unexpected birthday gift. 
Tip Top distribution manager Anton Witteman said the Joy Bar, which 
was re-released three weeks ago for the 70th anniversary, was discontinued 
about 10 years ago after its popularity dropped in the North Island. 
It was one of the company’s early successes, alongside other frozen treats 
such as the Eskimo Pie, Choc Bomb and TT2 ice block. 
 



England from 1965 to 1969, has photographed social events in the city 
since then. During his time he has photographed New Zealand legend Sir 
Edmund Hillary, Princess Anne, Barry Crump, Sir Richard Hadlee and 
‘pretty much’ every NZ prime minister since the 1970s. 
Gordon was prolific at the height of his career.  On an average he 
photographed 60 weddings a year, hundreds of 21st birthday parties on 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday nights and countless reunions.  In the 
1990s he even developed a mobile darkroom so he could show people 
proofs of pictures before they left the event.  He often would be 
developing in the mobile trailer into the small hours. 
But now he has retired, Gordon plans to finally take his campervan on a 
tiki tour of the North Island. 

…………………………………. 
 

 

 

Draft Programme for France 2007.  
 
Comte de Paris Group – Rochefort ‘Patriomoine en Lumiere’ 
Friday  14 Sept.    
1100 – 1400 Hrs  Registrations at Hotel De –Ville (TBC)  

as Public Buildings closed 12-2pm.  Following registration book 
in to Hotel Les Remparts Hotel 
NB: We have booked 18 twin rooms and 2 family rooms.     
Cost 82.30 Euros per night for 2 persons including breakfast 
Cost 110.80 Euros per night for 2 adults and 2 children including 
breakfast 

1445 Hrs  Assemble to walk to La Corderie Royale 
1500 –1700 Hrs  Guided Tour in English through La Corderie Royale (French 

family to confirm) 
1715 -1900 Hrs  Happy Hour and welcome of Tour Party and meeting French 

family at Hotel Les Remparts  
1900 -2200 Hrs  Visiting a Brassiere of Rochefort to taste local cuisine. (French 

family to confirm) Approximate cost 30 Euro per person. 
NB. RWC England play South Africa 2100 hrs @ St Denis 

Saturday 15 Sept.  
0900 Hrs   Assemble Tour Party and French family at hotel 
0915 Hrs Commence family guided tour of Rochefort visiting the 

market, la Maison Pierre Loti, Le Jardin de Retours, Le 
chantier, de l Hermione and other landmarks of the town  

1300 Hrs  Lunch informal at an agreed venue 
NB: RWC 1300 Hrs All Blacks play Repechage 1at Lyon Pool C 
Post lunch, afternoon free - make own arrangements 

1700 Hrs   Mayoral Reception 
1900 Hrs Brassiere Dinner venue TBA cost 30 Euro per person. (To be     

confirmed)  
2130 Hrs   View ‘Patriomoine en Lumiere’ on foot 
Sunday 16 Sept.  
O900 Hrs Boat trip with Picnic Lunch going down the Charente River, 

Ile d’Aix, Fouras, Fort Boyard, Ile d’Oleron  
Cost 32 Euros + lunch cost. 
If boat trip not possible then contingency plan a bus tour to 
Royan, Brouage, Talmont, Port des Barques  

1700 Hrs  Conversionne and Evening meal at Rochefort restaurant – 
Farewell for Comte de Paris Tour members   

Monday  17 Sept   
O900 Hrs  Comte de Paris tour party disassembles. 
1000 Hrs   All tour party book out of Hotel Les Remparts. 
 
 

Gregory Andrew Clark married 
Shelley Timms at Ferrymead 
Park on 28 November  2006.  
Gregory is the eldest son of 
Graeme Andrew Clark and Pat 
(nee Goddard) and grandson of 
Neville James Clark,  
Joseph jnr  line. 

Sarah Jane Masters married Ben 
Bonner at Mount Lyford Lodge, 
North Canterbury, on 15 April 
2006. 
Sarah is the daughter of John and 
Joy Masters and Ben, son of Neil 
and Mary Bonner. 
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O900 Hrs  Comte de Paris tour party disassembles. 
1000 Hrs   All tour party book out of Hotel Les Remparts. 
 
 
 

17- 21 Sept  
Monday - Friday  From this time remaining Libeau family members are free to 
explore the Charente Maritime region or pursue the following recommended options. 
Option 1: Barge trip 3-5 days to Cognac 
Option 2: Return to Paris and visit the Louvre, Eiffel Tower, quai Branly. 
Option 3: Visit Bordeaux 
Option 4: Visit Poitiers, Nantes and / or Futuroscope  
Option 5: Visit the Loire Valley and view at least 3 Chateaux’s 
If staying within the region suggest using Gites for accommodation!  

 
Libeau Descendants (NZ) Inc. – La Rochelle 
Friday       21 Sept 
1700 –1800 Hrs  Libeau family members assemble at Les Remparts Hotel in 

Rochefort for a Happy Hour and to meet members of French 
family at Hotel 

 We have booked 13 twin rooms and 2 family rooms for this stay  
1830  Hrs   Buffet meal at Hotel Les Remparts 
2100 Hrs   RWC France plays Ireland at St Denis. 
Saturday   22 Sept. 
O900 Hrs  Assemble in hotel foyer and meet coach  
O915 Hrs  Depart for La Rochelle Tourist office 
100 0 Hrs   Carriage ride of old heritage La Rochelle  

(To be confirmed by  French family) 
1200  Hrs   Lunch at a Harbour-View Old Port restaurant  
1500  Hrs   Explore contemporary La Rochelle on foot. 
1700  Hrs 
1830 Hrs   Conversionne and hour –NZ tour party host happy          

French family. 
Rochefort venue to be confirmed by French family  

 Sunday     23 Sept Family Day at Jeanne and Beduin Mazet La Maison 
O900 Hrs   Assemble in hotel foyer and meet bus coach  
O915 Hrs  Depart for La Rochelle Tourist office   

Visit Emilie Libeau’s grave and Madeleine 
1100  Hrs   Arrive at Mazet’s for lunch and we are hosted by  our                              

French family 
1700  Hrs   RWC All Blacks play Scotland at Edinburgh 
1900  Hrs   Final speeches and Farewell 
2000 Hrs   Depart on Bus Coach and return to Hotel    
Monday    24 Sept.  
O900 Hrs  Libeau tour party disassembles. 
1000 Hrs   All tour party book out of Hotel Les Remparts. 
  
 Au Revoir and onward / homeward journeys start! 
 



More on the old building at French Farm. 
 
SETTLER HISTORY, from THE PRESS, March 28 2007 
 

House ‘probably oldest in Canty’ 
 

A dilapidated Akaroa building is vying with Deans Cottage for the title of 
Canterbury’s oldest building.  The date of the French navy house at French 
Farm, near Akaroa, is a matter of dispute among historians. 
New Zealand Historic Places Trust heritage advisor Pamela Wilson said 
the house was probably built in 1843, the same year as Deans Cottage, and 
possibly the year before. 
The trust’s registration proposal said it was “probably the oldest house in 
Canterbury”. 
The house has been proposed for a category A listing.  The building 
housed French navy personnel, 
who grew vegetables for their 
ships’ crews. 
The house is made of pit-sawn 
totara and constructed to metric 
measurements using French 
methods.  It does not have 
foundations, with the walls studs sunk directly into the ground.  The 
building is owned by the Brocherie family, which is committed to  
restoring it. 
Former  Banks  Peninsula mayor, Terence Brocherie, 80, said the wooden 
roof had been covered with iron since he could remember, and his family 
had owned the farm since 1901. 
Akaroa Civic Trust project leader Paul  Dingwall said the house could be 
the oldest wooden structure in New Zealand.  “It was just lucky it was 
convenient for storing hay.  The hay probably contributed to its survival 
by absorbing moisture and keeping it stable” he said. Dingwall said the 
surrounding paddock was also significant as it not been ploughed since the 
French left in 1846, and it still bore corrugations from the original horse-
drawn plough. A conservation plan was being drafted by a heritage expert 
and restoration efforts would begin soon using windblown totara donated 
by the Brocheries, he said. 

FROM ALLIANCE FRANCAISE. 
Items of interest from the April magazine. 
 
La Fete de la Musique 
France celebrates this wonderful festival on 21 June. 
This year the Alliance intends to launch a musical evening to celebrate this 
event on Friday 15 June in the large downstairs foyer room in the 
Cranmer Centre.  All musicians are invited to participate.  Should you 
wish to register your interest contact Sarah on 365 8370. 
 
Peta Mathias 
An evening in the company of celebrity chef and author. 
Having started her culinary affair in Paris with her restaurant ‘Rose Blues’ 
in the 5th arrondissement, she returned to New Zealand ten years later to 
teach, cook and write. 
Join the Alliance for an evening with Peta and hear about her latest 
exploits in France. 
Reservations essential, contact Sarah on 365 8370. 
 
FRIDAY 4 May, 6.30pm at Alliance Francaise premises, Cranmer Centre. 
COST: $10 members, $15 non-members. 

……………………………………… 
 

21st 
 
On 24 FEB 2007 Leighton McEwen along with friends and family 
celebrated his 21st. 
  
Leighton and Mum, Leigh, 
share a moment for the 
camera at the party. 
 

 

 



French Ambassador, Jean Michel 
Marlaud and Honorary French 
Consul in Christchurch, Martine 
Marshall-Duriuex 

Palmes Académiques 
 

We are delighted to congratulate Peter Tremewen on his decoration as  
“de l’ordre de Chevalier des Palmes Académiques” acknowledging his  
life long involvement in French Language, Literature and Research. 

This medal was presented to Peter 
on April 13, 2007 at the University 
by the French Ambassador.  
Peter studied his PhD in French at 
the same time as Grant Wright.  He 
began his academic career at 
Canterbury University as a lecturer, 
progressing through the steps to 
Professor. He has an impressive     

repertoire of research, well spoken 
about by the Ambassador. 
Peter has been a valuable source of 
information for the Libeau family.  

It is through his connections with the descendants of the Comte de Paris, 
research and knowledge of French that we have located the French cousins. 
Because of his contributions to the publishing of our book he was invited  
to become an Honorary Member of The Libeau Descendants Society. 

 
 

 
 

Photos by Rod Lawrence. Marketing Manager, Akaroa District Promotions. 

WEBSITE  
 
Our Libeau website can be found at www.libeau-family.org or by typing Libeau into Google.  
The members' area is now finished and contains the following,  
Forum for you to have your say. Committee, who’s who and minutes. 
La Gazette, published issues and unpublished articles. France trip 2007. 
Archive, artifacts register and Family book updates. Upcoming events calendar. 
Extended picture gallery.   
Access will be by login name and a password.  
Logins will be based on your e-mail address therefore it is critical we have that address in 
our records so that you can access this area.  
This can be e-mailed to website@libeau-family.org 
 
Part of this was printed in the last newsletter but the gremlins had a 
play with the website name.  website@libeau-family.org is now 
working so if you tried to register late in 2006 but got nowhere I ask 
you to try again now. 
 
Regards, 
 
Webmaster 

………………………………. 
 

 
John Coleman, Peters daughter, Pippa and Peter. 

Alain Boussiron and 
grandson Samy in 
Perigny, France. 
Note the book label.  
Alain says Samy will 
take over the French 
team one day. 



As the weather 
was calm we were 
treated to a 
journey out around 
the Akaroa Heads, 
past the lighthouse 
point to view the 
New Zealand fur 
seals. It was a joy 
to see the pups 
playing in the rock 
pools while mother 

relaxed on the top rock supervising the activity. 
We returned to the township, but not before spotting a little Blue penguin 
swimming. 
After locating Joseph’s gravesite and more ‘tiki touring’, eating a 
wonderful seafood meal at Ma Maison and enjoying a glorious sunset it 
was time to view Akaroa by night from our accommodation. 
The following day Gisele and Francois continued on their journey south. 
On their return to Christchurch it was a farewell meal at Leone and Bruce 
Fuller’s in Kaiapoi, followed by an evening at Jade Stadium to watch our 
Crusaders play. How exciting 
to see both Gisele and Francois 
in their newly acquired 
Crusaders tops cheering madly. 
 
Reluctantly they left for France 
taking with them wonderful 
memories and for us the 
anticipation of renewing good 
times again in Rochefort and 
Bordeaux in September 2007. 
 
Fantastique!! 
 
 
Patricia Stoneman 

French cousins visit New Zealand. 
 
Gisele and Francois Tauzin finally realized their dream to visit New Zealand. 
On previous occasions they had not been able to travel with other groups 
but now they were coming for 3 weeks. 
Gisele is the sister of Michele Libaud, from Rochefort, and Francois, her 
husband, an avid rugby fan, team manager and golden oldies player from  
Bordeaux. 
The decision to come was made quickly, prompted by Grant Wright, who 
was visiting them at the time. 
 
It was with much delight we received the e-mail,  
coming your way in January 2007.  
 
After arriving in Auckland, they made their way south, visiting Cheryl 
Baker in Te Kuiti, Merv and Phyl Smith in New Plymouth and Kevin Clark 
in Wellington before crossing Cook Strait to visit Able Tasman Park. 
It was an excited group of Christchurch family and friends who welcomed 
them to the South Island at a meal at the ‘Oxford on Avon’ restaurant. 
Neville, Carl and I were to be in Akaroa that week so although unable to 
be at the welcome were able to host Gisele and Francois for two nights 
before they travelled south to Queenstown via the glaciers, into Milford 
Sound, down to Invercargill and back up to Dunedin through the Caitlins. 
The last leg of the journey was to visit Mt Cook on their return to Christchurch. 
What a wonderful two days! Vaughan was tour guide, escorting them over 
to Akaroa, stopping at points of family interest and views of our wonderful 
peninsula. 
The time flew by as we caught up on news, walked our way around 
Akaroa, dined out at Bully Hayes and Ma Maison and enjoyed the 
fantastic summer weather. 
One cannot possibly visit Akaroa without a trip on the Canterbury Cat and 
it was everything the brochures claimed it to be. In stunning weather, 
evident in the Akaroa harbour photo, we viewed the peaks, watched pods 
of the little Hectors dolphins playing around the boats before visiting the 
birdlife nestled up in the cliffs and the Nikau Palms growing in the 
sheltered valley. 

Francois and Gisele at Akaroa harbour.



In Akaroa, on the Libeau seat,�
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wonderful seafood meal at Ma Maison and enjoying a glorious sunset it 
was time to view Akaroa by night from our accommodation. 
The following day Gisele and Francois continued on their journey south. 
On their return to Christchurch it was a farewell meal at Leone and Bruce 
Fuller’s in Kaiapoi, followed by an evening at Jade Stadium to watch our 
Crusaders play. How exciting 
to see both Gisele and Francois 
in their newly acquired 
Crusaders tops cheering madly. 
 
Reluctantly they left for France 
taking with them wonderful 
memories and for us the 
anticipation of renewing good 
times again in Rochefort and 
Bordeaux in September 2007. 
 
Fantastique!! 
 
 
Patricia Stoneman 

French cousins visit New Zealand. 
 
Gisele and Francois Tauzin finally realized their dream to visit New Zealand. 
On previous occasions they had not been able to travel with other groups 
but now they were coming for 3 weeks. 
Gisele is the sister of Michele Libaud, from Rochefort, and Francois, her 
husband, an avid rugby fan, team manager and golden oldies player from  
Bordeaux. 
The decision to come was made quickly, prompted by Grant Wright, who 
was visiting them at the time. 
 
It was with much delight we received the e-mail,  
coming your way in January 2007.  
 
After arriving in Auckland, they made their way south, visiting Cheryl 
Baker in Te Kuiti, Merv and Phyl Smith in New Plymouth and Kevin Clark 
in Wellington before crossing Cook Strait to visit Able Tasman Park. 
It was an excited group of Christchurch family and friends who welcomed 
them to the South Island at a meal at the ‘Oxford on Avon’ restaurant. 
Neville, Carl and I were to be in Akaroa that week so although unable to 
be at the welcome were able to host Gisele and Francois for two nights 
before they travelled south to Queenstown via the glaciers, into Milford 
Sound, down to Invercargill and back up to Dunedin through the Caitlins. 
The last leg of the journey was to visit Mt Cook on their return to Christchurch. 
What a wonderful two days! Vaughan was tour guide, escorting them over 
to Akaroa, stopping at points of family interest and views of our wonderful 
peninsula. 
The time flew by as we caught up on news, walked our way around 
Akaroa, dined out at Bully Hayes and Ma Maison and enjoyed the 
fantastic summer weather. 
One cannot possibly visit Akaroa without a trip on the Canterbury Cat and 
it was everything the brochures claimed it to be. In stunning weather, 
evident in the Akaroa harbour photo, we viewed the peaks, watched pods 
of the little Hectors dolphins playing around the boats before visiting the 
birdlife nestled up in the cliffs and the Nikau Palms growing in the 
sheltered valley. 

Francois and Gisele at Akaroa harbour.



French Ambassador, Jean Michel 
Marlaud and Honorary French 
Consul in Christchurch, Martine 
Marshall-Duriuex 

Palmes Académiques 
 

We are delighted to congratulate Peter Tremewen on his decoration as  
“de l’ordre de Chevalier des Palmes Académiques” acknowledging his  
life long involvement in French Language, Literature and Research. 

This medal was presented to Peter 
on April 13, 2007 at the University 
by the French Ambassador.  
Peter studied his PhD in French at 
the same time as Grant Wright.  He 
began his academic career at 
Canterbury University as a lecturer, 
progressing through the steps to 
Professor. He has an impressive     

repertoire of research, well spoken 
about by the Ambassador. 
Peter has been a valuable source of 
information for the Libeau family.  

It is through his connections with the descendants of the Comte de Paris, 
research and knowledge of French that we have located the French cousins. 
Because of his contributions to the publishing of our book he was invited  
to become an Honorary Member of The Libeau Descendants Society. 

 
 

 
 

Photos by Rod Lawrence. Marketing Manager, Akaroa District Promotions. 

WEBSITE  
 
Our Libeau website can be found at www.libeau-family.org or by typing Libeau into Google.  
The members' area is now finished and contains the following,  
Forum for you to have your say. Committee, who’s who and minutes. 
La Gazette, published issues and unpublished articles. France trip 2007. 
Archive, artifacts register and Family book updates. Upcoming events calendar. 
Extended picture gallery.   
Access will be by login name and a password.  
Logins will be based on your e-mail address therefore it is critical we have that address in 
our records so that you can access this area.  
This can be e-mailed to website@libeau-family.org 
 
Part of this was printed in the last newsletter but the gremlins had a 
play with the website name.  website@libeau-family.org is now 
working so if you tried to register late in 2006 but got nowhere I ask 
you to try again now. 
 
Regards, 
 
Webmaster 

………………………………. 
 

 
John Coleman, Peters daughter, Pippa and Peter. 

Alain Boussiron and 
grandson Samy in 
Perigny, France. 
Note the book label.  
Alain says Samy will 
take over the French 
team one day. 



More on the old building at French Farm. 
 
SETTLER HISTORY, from THE PRESS, March 28 2007 
 

House ‘probably oldest in Canty’ 
 

A dilapidated Akaroa building is vying with Deans Cottage for the title of 
Canterbury’s oldest building.  The date of the French navy house at French 
Farm, near Akaroa, is a matter of dispute among historians. 
New Zealand Historic Places Trust heritage advisor Pamela Wilson said 
the house was probably built in 1843, the same year as Deans Cottage, and 
possibly the year before. 
The trust’s registration proposal said it was “probably the oldest house in 
Canterbury”. 
The house has been proposed for a category A listing.  The building 
housed French navy personnel, 
who grew vegetables for their 
ships’ crews. 
The house is made of pit-sawn 
totara and constructed to metric 
measurements using French 
methods.  It does not have 
foundations, with the walls studs sunk directly into the ground.  The 
building is owned by the Brocherie family, which is committed to  
restoring it. 
Former  Banks  Peninsula mayor, Terence Brocherie, 80, said the wooden 
roof had been covered with iron since he could remember, and his family 
had owned the farm since 1901. 
Akaroa Civic Trust project leader Paul  Dingwall said the house could be 
the oldest wooden structure in New Zealand.  “It was just lucky it was 
convenient for storing hay.  The hay probably contributed to its survival 
by absorbing moisture and keeping it stable” he said. Dingwall said the 
surrounding paddock was also significant as it not been ploughed since the 
French left in 1846, and it still bore corrugations from the original horse-
drawn plough. A conservation plan was being drafted by a heritage expert 
and restoration efforts would begin soon using windblown totara donated 
by the Brocheries, he said. 

FROM ALLIANCE FRANCAISE. 
Items of interest from the April magazine. 
 
La Fete de la Musique 
France celebrates this wonderful festival on 21 June. 
This year the Alliance intends to launch a musical evening to celebrate this 
event on Friday 15 June in the large downstairs foyer room in the 
Cranmer Centre.  All musicians are invited to participate.  Should you 
wish to register your interest contact Sarah on 365 8370. 
 
Peta Mathias 
An evening in the company of celebrity chef and author. 
Having started her culinary affair in Paris with her restaurant ‘Rose Blues’ 
in the 5th arrondissement, she returned to New Zealand ten years later to 
teach, cook and write. 
Join the Alliance for an evening with Peta and hear about her latest 
exploits in France. 
Reservations essential, contact Sarah on 365 8370. 
 
FRIDAY 4 May, 6.30pm at Alliance Francaise premises, Cranmer Centre. 
COST: $10 members, $15 non-members. 

……………………………………… 
 

21st 
 
On 24 FEB 2007 Leighton McEwen along with friends and family 
celebrated his 21st. 
  
Leighton and Mum, Leigh, 
share a moment for the 
camera at the party. 
 

 

 



17- 21 Sept  

Monday - Friday  From this time remaining Libeau family members are free to 

explore the Charente Maritime region or pursue the following recommended options. 

Option 1: Barge trip 3-5 days to Cognac 

Option 2: Return to Paris and visit the Louvre, Eiffel Tower, quai Branly. 

Option 3: Visit Bordeaux 

Option 4: Visit Poitiers, Nantes and / or Futuroscope  

Option 5: Visit the Loire Valley and view at least 3 Chateaux’s 

If staying within the region suggest using Gites for accommodation!  
 

Libeau Descendants (NZ) Inc. – La Rochelle 

Friday       21 Sept 
1700 –1800 Hrs  Libeau family members assemble at Les Remparts Hotel in 

Rochefort for a Happy Hour and to meet members of French 

family at Hotel 

 We have booked 13 twin rooms and 2 family rooms for this stay  

1830  Hrs   Buffet meal at Hotel Les Remparts 

2100 Hrs   RWC France plays Ireland at St Denis. 

Saturday   22 Sept. 
O900 Hrs  Assemble in hotel foyer and meet coach  

O915 Hrs  Depart for La Rochelle Tourist office 

100 0 Hrs   Carriage ride of old heritage La Rochelle  

(To be confirmed by  French family) 

1200  Hrs   Lunch at a Harbour-View Old Port restaurant  
1500  Hrs   Explore contemporary La Rochelle on foot. 

1700  Hrs 
1830 Hrs   Conversionne and hour –NZ tour party host happy          

French family. 

Rochefort venue to be confirmed by French family  

Sunday     23 Sept Family Day at Jeanne and Baudouin Mazet La Maison 
O900 Hrs   Assemble in hotel foyer and meet bus coach  

O915 Hrs  Depart for La Rochelle Tourist office   

Visit Emilie Libeau’s grave and Madeleine 

1100  Hrs  Arrive at Mazet’s for lunch and we are hosted by  our                              

French family 

1700  Hrs   RWC All Blacks play Scotland at Edinburgh 
1900  Hrs   Final speeches and Farewell 

2000 Hrs   Depart on Bus Coach and return to Hotel    

Monday    24 Sept.  

O900 Hrs  Libeau tour party disassembles. 

1000 Hrs   All tour party book out of Hotel Les Remparts. 
  Au Revoir and onward / homeward journeys start! 

 

CHRONICLER IN PICTURES 
 

First published in Christchurch’s THE MAIL  Wednesday Feb 21 2007 

Story and photo by Charlie Gates. 

 

Gordon Heyward’s years of photographing in Christchurch 

reflect the city’s social history, Charlie Gates reports. 
 

If you got married, attended a reunion, sat on Santa Claus’ lap or 

celebrated a jubilee in Christchurch over the last 30 

years there is a fair chance Gordon Heyward has a 

photograph of you.   

He is retiring after half a century in photography, 

leaving a treasure trove of thousands of negatives 

spanning 30 years of Christchurch social life . 

The negatives, stored in darkrooms and shoeboxes 

in his home, are a curious slice of Christchurch 

social history. 

Gordon is appealing for anyone who wants to claim 

the negatives of their special day before he has to 

dump the vast collection when he moves house later this year. 

 The negatives could be particularly valuable to anyone who got married in 

the early 1980s as their photographs would have been printed on early 

colour stock, which over time have faded badly.  The negatives could be 

used to print new photographs that would last much longer. 

Gordon decided it was time to retire a few years ago when he was 

photographing a debutante ball.  The mother of one of the debs 

approached him and said he had photographed her as a debutante. 

“It is good to hear these remarks, but it makes you realise you are getting 

older,” he said. 

“I have mixed feelings about retirement.  I don’t like to give it up as I used 

to enjoy it, but you have to realise you are getting older.  I often book 

events a year or two years ahead and I have to think: ‘What will I be like 

by then?’ His prolific career began as a street photographer in Canada in 

1957.  He returned to Christchurch in 1960 and, apart from a brief stay in  



England from 1965 to 1969, has photographed social events in the city 
since then. During his time he has photographed New Zealand legend Sir 
Edmund Hillary, Princess Anne, Barry Crump, Sir Richard Hadlee and 
‘pretty much’ every NZ prime minister since the 1970s. 
Gordon was prolific at the height of his career.  On an average he 
photographed 60 weddings a year, hundreds of 21st birthday parties on 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday nights and countless reunions.  In the 
1990s he even developed a mobile darkroom so he could show people 
proofs of pictures before they left the event.  He often would be 
developing in the mobile trailer into the small hours. 
But now he has retired, Gordon plans to finally take his campervan on a 
tiki tour of the North Island. 

…………………………………. 
 

 

 

Draft Programme for France 2007.  
 
Comte de Paris Group – Rochefort ‘Patriomoine en Lumiere’ 
Friday  14 Sept.    
1100 – 1400 Hrs  Registrations at Hotel De –Ville (TBC)  

as Public Buildings closed 12-2pm.  Following registration book 
in to Hotel Les Remparts Hotel 
NB: We have booked 18 twin rooms and 2 family rooms.     
Cost 82.30 Euros per night for 2 persons including breakfast 
Cost 110.80 Euros per night for 2 adults and 2 children including 
breakfast 

1445 Hrs  Assemble to walk to La Corderie Royale 
1500 –1700 Hrs  Guided Tour in English through La Corderie Royale (French 

family to confirm) 
1715 -1900 Hrs  Happy Hour and welcome of Tour Party and meeting French 

family at Hotel Les Remparts  
1900 -2200 Hrs  Visiting a Brassiere of Rochefort to taste local cuisine. (French 

family to confirm) Approximate cost 30 Euro per person. 
NB. RWC England play South Africa 2100 hrs @ St Denis 

Saturday 15 Sept.  
0900 Hrs   Assemble Tour Party and French family at hotel 
0915 Hrs Commence family guided tour of Rochefort visiting the 

market, la Maison Pierre Loti, Le Jardin de Retours, Le 
chantier, de l Hermione and other landmarks of the town  

1300 Hrs  Lunch informal at an agreed venue 
NB: RWC 1300 Hrs All Blacks play Repechage 1at Lyon Pool C 
Post lunch, afternoon free - make own arrangements 

1700 Hrs   Mayoral Reception 
1900 Hrs Brassiere Dinner venue TBA cost 30 Euro per person. (To be     

confirmed)  
2130 Hrs   View ‘Patriomoine en Lumiere’ on foot 
Sunday 16 Sept.  
O900 Hrs Boat trip with Picnic Lunch going down the Charente River, 

Ile d’Aix, Fouras, Fort Boyard, Ile d’Oleron  
Cost 32 Euros + lunch cost. 
If boat trip not possible then contingency plan a bus tour to 
Royan, Brouage, Talmont, Port des Barques  

1700 Hrs  Conversionne and Evening meal at Rochefort restaurant – 
Farewell for Comte de Paris Tour members   

Monday  17 Sept   
O900 Hrs  Comte de Paris tour party disassembles. 
1000 Hrs   All tour party book out of Hotel Les Remparts. 
 
 

Gregory Andrew Clark married 
Shelley Timms at Ferrymead 
Park on 28 November  2006.  
Gregory is the eldest son of 
Graeme Andrew Clark and Pat 
(nee Goddard) and grandson of 
Neville James Clark,  
Joseph jnr  line. 

Sarah Jane Masters married Ben 
Bonner at Mount Lyford Lodge, 
North Canterbury, on 15 April 
2006. 
Sarah is the daughter of John and 
Joy Masters and Ben, son of Neil 
and Mary Bonner. 



 Mary Ann Hedgman 
 
For some time there has been a mystery as to the whereabouts of the burial 
site of Mary Ann. 
Madeleine, her grand-daughter came out for the reunion in 1990 along 
with other family members. 
It was not until more cousins travelled out in 2004 that the need to locate 
Mary Ann’s burial site became apparent. Mary Ann was the mother of 
Emilie, who had travelled back to Rochefort in 1863 with her adopted 
Benoit family. Emilie later married Theophile Suire.     
It was with much delight that we discovered, last year, the exact burial 
site. We thank Rita Jenkins (shown here on the spot) very much for her 
research in locating this site. 
Mary Ann is buried in the Sydenham 
Cemetery. Unfortunately, there is no 
headstone. With this in mind, and the 
importance it has for family members, 
the committee has obtained a quote 
and hopes to have this headstone in 
place before the group travels to 
France in September. 
It is hoped to video/photograph the placement of the headstone to take 
with us. 
 

At the time of writing we know that Madeleine, the grand-daughter of 
Emilie, is now unwell and is no longer living in her home in Cramchaban. 
 
As part of the heritage concept of the Libeau Descendants Society it was 
moved at the meeting on 14 March 2007, that a headstone be placed on the 
site of Mary Ann’s grave.  
A quote of $600-$700 has been researched.  
This is in the form of a plaque set on stone. 
 
Donations by family members towards the cost of this would be gratefully 
accepted and may be posted to Norman Clark, Treasurer. 
See committee contacts for address. 
 

From the Christchurch “Press” November 2006. 
Story by Joanna Davis, photo by Carys Monteath. 
 

Joy celebrates bar she inspired. 
 
Christchurch woman Joy 
Masters’ birthday has been 
an unexpectedly tip-top 
celebration. 
Her 70th birthday this week 
coincides with the ice-cream 
giant Tip Top’s 70th 
anniversary, but that is not 
the only reason the company 
delivered four boxes of their 
re-released Joy Bar to her 
Cashmere home. 
The reason her freezer is stacked with the chocolate-coated raspberry ice-
cream bar is that, as a 12 year old, she was the inspiration for its name. 
Her father, Frank Wright, was the manager of an ice-cream factory in 
Manchester St, Christchurch, when the bar was invented and named after 
his daughter because of her fondness for eating the company’s profits. 
“My father used to bring home half-gallon packs of ice-cream, but we 
didn’t have freezer, so we had to eat and eat it”, Joy said. 
“I was notorious for eating great amounts of ice-cream.” 
With the names Brent and Grant, her brothers did not share the glory of 
having a product named after them. 
Joy said the early Joy Bar was bigger, with thicker chocolate and more 
raspberry filling.  But she was still enjoying her unexpected birthday gift. 
Tip Top distribution manager Anton Witteman said the Joy Bar, which 
was re-released three weeks ago for the 70th anniversary, was discontinued 
about 10 years ago after its popularity dropped in the North Island. 
It was one of the company’s early successes, alongside other frozen treats 
such as the Eskimo Pie, Choc Bomb and TT2 ice block. 
 



Hello from the Comte de Paris Group 
 

Or should we say Bonjour Mes Amis. 
We welcome this opportunity to report on our undertakings in the last year. 
Our Group is ever mindful that we are representing you all –our family 
members, and we enjoy the chance to say Hello. 
As in previous years our activities began with the Frenchfest, again taking part 
in the re-enactment of the landing and the manning of the stall in the 
Recreation Ground. The contacts made during this day are always surprising 
and exciting  - a very worthwhile event.   
Again in August we celebrated the arrival of the Settlers by hosting a Ball at 
the Gaiety Theatre in Akaroa – second time around did make the organization 
a lot easier. To be able to contribute to the Akaroa School fundraising, as well 
as providing for our own aims, made this event even more of a pleasure.  
For this year’s celebration another Luncheon is planned for August – details 
are yet to be decided, however the venue will be Christchurch in the hope that 
more descendents will be able to join us. 
Bev Wilson, one of our German descendents, provided a most enjoyable 
German evening at the beginning of October. It was really interesting to 
identify the food that originated from Germany – especially those yummy 
waffles. 
Approval of our Constitution was the major task for the past year. Many 
thanks are extended to Eileen Woolf who did the majority of the work to 
achieve this result. Now that the Constitution is passed we can progress to an 
official AGM and subscribed membership etc. Please remember that you are 
all part of the Comte de Paris Group, eligible to attend all functions and join 
us on the Committee – all expressions of interest will be gratefully received. 
Lastly we have lots to look forward to in the coming year. The main event of 
course is the trip to France. I consider this a major connection with my Nana 
and her parents and grandparents. There will be seven of us from the Group 
meeting in Rochefort and the thought of it is very thrilling. We look forward 
to sharing this event with members of the Libeau family. 
Best wishes for the year ahead to one and all. We hope to make contact from 
time to time and share more memories and fun times. 
 
Au revoir et bon chance 
The Comte de Paris Group 
pp Linda Sunderland 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Bonjour and tres bien to you all. 
The last 4 months have never been so hectic and feel as if I am on a wagon 
out of control that has a brake sometimes! 
 
Much has been happening with the highlight being Gisele and Francois 
Tauzin’s visit. To all that met them and hosted them I say merci beaucoup 
and I know many enduring friendships have been established. They were a 
real delight and we look forward to seeing them again in September. 
Also, I have been fortunate to attend a few French Ambassador's functions 
and shortly Jean Michel Marlaud leaves us and I want to publicly thank 
him for his understanding and goodwill to us all. 
 
In between all this I have been planning the trip to France for all and feel 
this is a huge task which needs to be delegated as so much needs to be 
planned and I am struggling at times to meet everyone's demands! 
Yes, the numbers of 44 are very good for those aiming to join the trip but 
if anyone else is contemplating this visit then please contact me urgently 
as I cannot guarantee bookings both for air flights and accommodation. 
I hope everyone is learning a bit of French as it will be useful when 
communicating with our French family members. 
 
During last month the website members area was finalised so please see 
article headed WEBSITE where you will be given details on access to this 
new area. 
 
Finally I extend an invitation for everyone to attend the AGM as we are 
having a split concept this year in both the South and North Island. 
 
I am yet to decide if I will continue as your President but please rest 
assured of my continued commitment for at last the balance of this 
financial year. If anyone wishes to stand then please feel free to come 
forward as it is a great opportunity to lead our unique family of which we 
are all so proud. 
 
Amities and till next time 
a bientot 
President Vaughan 
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Our aim is to keep in touch, and keep 

you informed on what is happening 

within the family generally and / or 

present items with a French flavour. 
 

To do this, we need your input, 

includes photos, info on births, deaths, 

marriages and family stories that can 

be sent to:  

R Clark    - details in committee 

contacts. 

 

Any feedback on La Gazette content? 

Annual General Meeting. 

2:00 pm Sunday 27 May 2007 
at Robbies Lancaster, corner Wilson Rd 

and Stevens St, Chch.  

It is intended to meet for drinks at 

12:00pm then lunch at 12:30pm in the 

restaurant followed by the AGM in an 

adjacent room. Plenty off street parks. 

Items on the agenda include Election of 

Officers, information about the 

forthcoming reunion in Rochefort, 

update of the North Island group and 

activities planned throughout the year, 

plus an opportunity for discussion about 

items of interest.  This year the AGM 

will be suspended in CHCH and 

continue in Wellington for the North 

Island group to participate.  This will be 

at the Alliance Francaise headquarters 

on 9th June.  Accommodation will be 

organized. 
 

If you have items you would like to 

share or questions please contact 

Patricia (03)312 6345 or  

Leone (03)327 2829 
 

Last year the AGM was held at 1:30pm 

followed by afternoon tea and our guest 

speaker was Pam Wilson from the 

Historic Places Trust. 

We would appreciate comments on the 

change of time for our AGM. 

 

More dates of interest, 

 

Bastille Day - 14 July 2007 

Landing Day at Akaroa - August  
(date to be confirmed) 

 

COMMITTEE - CONTACTS 

Chairman, Vaughan McEwen 

  Ph (03) 352 5272 

  Christchurch 

 

Secretary, Patricia Stoneman. 

  Ph (03)312 6345  

719 Two Chain Road

 Swannanoa,  RD1  

Rangiora.    NZ 

e-mail cdpstoneman@xtra.co.nz 

 

Treasurer,  Norman Clark 

  Ph (03) 327 5552 

  P O Box 185 

  Kaiapoi 8252, NZ 

 

Newsletter Editor, Richard Clark 

 Ph (03) 312 6133 

Fax. (03) 381 6472 

   975 Two Chain Rd 

 Swannanoa RD1 

Rangiora 7471.  NZ 

e-mail - richard.clark@unitedgroupltd.com 

 

North Island rep,  Aileen Sharp 

 Ph (09) 576 7179 

  Auckland. 

 

South Canterbury rep,  

 Desiree McKenzie 

  Ph (03) 689 8872 

 Timaru / Waimate 

 

<> 

 

 

 

Who are photographs of on the back 

cover page of this issue?  Send in your 

answers and contact details to Photo 

competition, PO box 185, Kaiapoi 

8252 to go in a draw for a garden shop 

voucher.  To be drawn at the AGM 27 

May 2007. 
 

BIRTH   

 

Lia Marie Diane Jenkins, born at Christchurch 

Hospital on 6 December 2006. 

Lia is the 3
rd

 child of Mary-Ann (nee 

Stoneman) and Glenn.  

She is also the great grand daughter of 

Neville James Clark shown below. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Book - 'French Akaroa' 
 

Have you been trying to locate a copy of 

Peter Tremewan's book 'French Akaroa' 

which was published in 1990? 

As there have been requests for this, 

plans are underway to have it reprinted. 

However, a run needs to be more than 

200 copies if this is to proceed. 

Should you be interested in purchasing a 

copy would you kindly contact Patricia 

Stoneman to indicate your interest. 

 

Her correct details are now in 

committee contacts. 

COMPETITION 
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