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Greetings from the President 
 

    Bonjour chere famille. 
 
The Libeau Descendant’s AGM 2017 was well attended and held for the first time 
in the newly opened Alliance Francaise premises 275 Cashel St.  A special motion 
passed will reduce the annual subscription from $25.00 to $15.00 from 2018. 
Once the elections were completed, Kevin Clark and Angela Pyke shared the 
progress on their Libeau family history book which is in the final stages of proof 
reading prior to publication. Possible titles were discussed for feedback and we are 
looking forward to the final product later this year. Definitely a champagne event! 
After the meeting, we met at Maison de Crepes in Papanui Rd and enjoyed 
authentic crepes, good coffee and great family catch-ups in this Parisian themed 
café. 
The next opportunity for a family gathering is the Landing Day lunch. Hosted by 
the Comte de Paris Committee - save the date August 20 at Tavern Harewood and 
look for further details in this newsletter. 
The big event is the bi-annual French Fest in Akaroa October 6 to 8 - the middle 
weekend of the school holidays – see below for details. The re-enactment of the 
landing of our French ancestors is the highlight. Plan to bring younger family 
members to this special event! 
Keep warm  
 
Heather Libeau-Dow 

 

Births, Deaths and Marriages  
 

Births Gavin  James David b. 31 March 2017 in Gisborne  
Son of Matt and Laura 
Grandson of Neville and Jodie Clark also from Gisborne 
Great Grandson for Shirley and the late Malcolm Clark 
 
Masters  Oliver Glen b. 17 January 2017  
Son of Blair and Fiona, brother for Isla and Thomas.  
Grandson of Joy and the late John Masters 

 
Deaths Suzanne De Gilio b 5 Aug 1944.  d 14 Apr 2017.  Dearly loved wife 

of David Abram. 
 Suzanne was the 2nd eldest daughter of the late Annora and Ivan 

Warrington, 
 

 Daphne Beryl Le Beau b 31 May 1928.  d 26 Apr 2017. Dearly loved 
wife of the late Brian. 
Daphne was the daughter of the late Albert and Grace Inwood. 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Alliance Francaise News 

French Classes 

The Alliance Francaise Christchurch provides a wide range of courses at different 
levels. If you want to learn French in a fun way and in a great environment, join our 
sessions: be it conversational French, French for Travellers, French for Children, 
etc.   

Children's Holiday Programme 
 

 Children Holiday Programmes 2017 Dates:  

   Spring;   Christmas: 

   2-6 October   21-22 December      
   9-13 October 

Go to the Web site for the Christchurch Alliance Francaise for more information: 

Tel: (03) 365 8370 

www.afchristchurch.org.nz 

E-mail: enquiries@afchristchurch.org.nz  

Comte de Paris News 

Akaroa French Fest 

 

 

 

 

Event date:  

Friday, October 6, 2017 to Sunday, October 8, 2017 

Brief Description 

 

http://www.afchristchurch.org.nz/
mailto:enquiries@afchristchurch.org.nz


 

 

Escape to picturesque Akaroa and immerse yourself in French culture, 
entertainment and romance as you celebrate Akaroa’s unique French connection 
at the Akaroa French Festival. Settle in on Friday evening and relax with sea side 
dining. Watch the street come alive with entertainment, music and a light show. On 
Saturday enjoy the French landing at the beach, the parade, flag raising and 
market stalls and on Sunday there will be events at Onuku this year. The 
programme will be coming.  

Details and Contact: 

Ph 03 304 7816 

http://akaroa.com/akaroa-french-fest  

https://www.facebook.com/FrenchFestAkaroa/  

Join in the festivities of the French Fest street party, festival market, family fun day, 
Cabaret show and fireworks over an exciting three days. 

   ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Report from the Comte de Paris Society.   

 
Peter Breitmeyer Chairman    pc.bretmeyer@gmail.com 

 
 Thank you for inviting me to give a brief on our activities during the past year.  I 
enjoy coming to the Libeau AGM meetings and chatting with your members.  
Unfortunately it is held on the same day as my partner’s birthday luncheon with 
her family and friends, so I have asked Leone to read this for me. 
FRENCH FEST 
The Group has been very busy working with the Akaroa committee, planning this 
year’s event, which will be held October 6th/7th/8th. 
Anyone interested in taking part in the actual landing should contact our 
Secretary Linda Sunderland – 03 337 5045 or 027 4100921.  We would like a mix 
of families, men, women and children.  Costumes are available from Bev Wilson 
– 03 741 933 or 027 2288060.  Numbers on the ship are limited so if you wish to 
be on board contact Linda as soon as possible.  C de P members will have first 
choice. 
Ngai Tahu is again involved this year and will be greeting the ship by arriving in a 
Waka.  They will give a formal greeting on the beach along with a representative 
of the French ambassador and Catholic priests. 
The parade will be led by the Canterbury Brass Band, followed by Ngai Tahu, 
then descendants, to the recreational ground where the formal opening 
ceremony will be held. 
The landing has been generously sponsored by Armitage and Co., a company 
formed by Mel and Pip Tainui from Ngai Tahu, who have donated $5,000.  This 
will cover all aspects of the landing and parade. 
FRIDAY 
Friday night a Street Party with a band and market stalls, will be held on Beach 
Road.  This road will be closed between the hours of approximately 6 - 10pm. 
This year we have hired a larger marquee to cater for the possibility of bad 
weather.  There will be evening entertainment with a band and a cover-charge 
entry. 
 

http://akaroa.com/akaroa-french-fest
https://www.facebook.com/FrenchFestAkaroa
mailto:pc.bretmeyer@gmail.com


 
 
 
SUNDAY 
Entertainment will be at Onuku Marae with a hangi.  Have you seen the new 
Marae?  It is huge and quite awesome.  Well worth the visit. 
PAVERS 
Now the cruise ship season is over, and there is a lot less foot traffic, Akaroa 
museum hope to have the pavers, that have been purchased as a fund raiser for 
the Museum, laid by the end of June.   
CEMETERY PROJECT 
Our group has been working with the council since 2011 trying to have repairs 
done to the damaged headstones and to get consent to build a memorial entry 
gate to the Catholic Cemetery.  The Comte de Paris group is willing to fund this.  
The Akaroa men’s shed have agreed to build it as a community project, however 
the council continue to put so many road blocks in our way that, in spite of 
several meetings, email etc., sadly, at the moment we are unable to see a way 
forward.  Father Shannahan has suggested there may be an installation within 
the Church grounds. 
Michael de Hamel editor of The Akaroa Mail, having heard about our struggles 
with the council, has contacted our group, to do an article about this on our 
behalf. 
Linda and I will meet with him in the near future to discuss this. 
Thank you for my invitation to speak and my best regards to you all. 
Peter Breitmeyer 

 
 

Visits and Travels  
 

What it means to be French by Frances Harrison  
 

I've known since I was quite small that I have French ancestry and that somehow 
Akaroa was important but it wasn't until I was an adult that I understood the 
history of our Libeau family and where I fitted in. Still, I never imagined I would 
one day move Heaven and Earth to live and work there.  
It's not just because I love the history and much of the culture that I wanted to 
become French. 
It's not just because my competence in the French language is improving or that I 
wanted to minimise the bureaucratic misery of visits to the prefecture to renew 
my carte de séjour each year. 
It's not just because I would have somewhere on this planet that gave me the 
right to vote. New Zealand took that right away from me because I didn't have the 
money for regular trips back there. 
And it's not just because it would remove one important barrier to working in 
France or in the European Union. At my age there is rampant age discrimination. 
No, it's spiritual and perhaps biological.  
My French DNA has been driving me to come to France for years despite 
seeming impossibilities of doing so: lack of resources, a dependent daughter. It's 
as if every molecule in my body was trying to 'get back home' and the call could 
not be drowned out. Perhaps the concentrated DNA from each of Joseph Libeau 
senior's wives wrought this. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

The process has been agonising and 
traumatising because through a bizarre and 
unique set of circumstances I found myself in 
France but in an abusive work situation and this 
evolving situation has remained extremely 
challenging for nearly seven years. That 
intangible force is what has kept me persisting 
with my dream to become French; to find a place 
where I belong. 
My soul found it. That place where it felt totally at 
ease, normal and at peace while the rest of my 
life was a swirl of survival. After everything that 
has happened to me, I finally proved to the State 
that I am worthy of being a French citizen. 
France in all its confused craziness, weaknesses 
and strengths really is important. It has felt like 
my ancestors were looking on. I wish I could 

have travelled back in time to talk to them about this. 
I don't know how many other Libeau descendants have gone down the 
naturalisation route to citizenship but I am proud to have my French ID card, my 
voting card and my French and EU passport. I did it by myself. It's a major 
achievement in my life which can never be taken from me. I keep the right to vote 
in French elections for the rest of my life, wherever I may live in this world. Kiwis 
are not given this right if they leave New Zealand. 
I keep the right to come back to France if I find I have to leave her. It's like a 
parent and child, an unbreakable connection wherever destiny takes us. Frances 
and France – surely it was meant to be? 
http://francesbigadventure.blogspot.com  
http://www.followmyheart.co/ 
http://tinyurl.com/kamyl3l (Facebook Follow My Heart) 

 
 

Family Profiles 
 
A Notable Woman of the Libeau Family- 
Marie Magdalene Libeau / Clark / Heyward. 

 
Marie was born in Akaroa on 13 October, 1851. She was the second eldest of 12 
daughters and two sons. Her father was Joseph Lucien Libeau and her mother 
was Clémence Rosalie née Gendrot. Both came to Akaroa, on the sailing ship 
Comte de Paris, as children. Marie spent the early years of her childhood living at 
54 Rue Grehan, Akaroa and then the family shifted to Duvauchelle for the rest of 
her parent’s married life. 
 
 With such a large family, the older children had to help with tasks from an early 
age - butter, cheese and bread making, general household duties. Marie spoke 
French till she went to school about the age of 6. In those days in Akaroa, parents 
had to pay for children’s education so Marie only attended school for 13 months 
but she claimed she could read and write as well as anybody. Fragments of her  
 
 

http://francesbigadventure.blogspot.com/
http://www.followmyheart.co/
http://tinyurl.com/kamyl3l


 
 
 
 
French inheritance were passed down from her to her grandchildren Lily and Edna  
White. In their nineties they could still sing a little bit of a French lullaby that Marie 
sang to them as infants – “Dort, dort, ma petite…….parceque mama et papa 
disent…” (sleep, sleep my little one …… because mother and father say...)”   

 
 Marie married James Dick Clark at the Akaroa Registry Office on 27 Dec 1876. 
He came from Falkirk, Scotland and worked on the punts that carried timber from 
the forest, across Lake Forsyth to be milled near Little River. Later they took over 
land from her uncle, François Libeau, on the Old Coach Road from Little River to 
Akaroa.  In March, 1891 after 15 yrs of marriage and 7 children; Marie was 
pregnant with her eighth child when news came that her husband had died of 
pneumonia during a visit to Christchurch.  Marie bravely  withstood this tragic 
event – I think her strong, intelligent personality can be seen  in an early photo 
taken about 1885 with her small daughter , Clémence - she later married, in 
October 1891, William Heyward,  a local widower with small children. He was a 
builder, enlarging   the small cottage into a two storey house. They had 3 children. 
Clémence said she enjoyed a good relationship and a happy childhood with her 
kind stepfather “Dad Heyward”. 
  
The names of the children of Marie and James Clark were Albert, Joseph, Andrew, 
Clémence, William, Lily, Frederick and Dick - all born between 1877 and 1891. 
The children of Marie and William Heyward were Samuel, Charles, and Letitia - all 
born between 1893 and 1896.         
 
 Marie was brought up as a Roman Catholic but questioned certain areas of that 
faith which was courageous in those early days. She left Catholicism and became 
a staunch and devout Protestant for the rest of her life, bringing her children up 
with those beliefs. She was a great correspondent, enjoyed dressmaking – the 
French women were skilled at this- and handwork like crochet and she was a very 
keen gardener. In 1890 she planted an orchard with fruit trees from a nursery in 
Rangiora; they later sold excess fruit for income. 
  
William and Marie retired to 34 Plynlimon Road, Fendalton in Christchurch, the 
farm being leased to James White, husband of her daughter Clémence. It 
remained in the family till 1965; the house is still standing today. In April 1915, 
William died after a car accident.  
 
 After this Marie often stayed with members of the family for extended periods. 
Granddaughter Lily White remembered that as a child,   she used to take Marie 
her early morning cuppa. No matter how early Lily came into the bedroom, Marie 
would always be up and dressed and reading her daily bible passage. She insisted 
on jam spoons and butter knives at meal times and always brought her own silver 
serviette ring for her table napkin. Her best dress was covered by a black satin 
apron.  She was not very tall and in later years was plumpish. Lily, as a small child, 
was fascinated by the fact that when Marie laughed her tummy shook under the 
apron.  After the evening meal the family did not disperse till Marie had said a 
prayer.  
       Marie lived to see progress in travel from a bullock wagon, coach and horses, 
cars to aeroplanes. When she had her first baby she tied him in a shawl on her 
back and walked from her home, over the Hilltop and down to Duvauchelle to visit 
her parents for the day. As a child I was impressed by the close, respectful and  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
affectionate relationship my grandmother, Clémence, had with her mother Marie. 
Marie was a talented person who tied her large family circle together by her 
continuing interest in their lives, her correspondence and her deep faith. With her 
wider family I attended her 90th and 100th celebration parties. She lived for 100 yrs 
and 100 days before passing into the presence of her Lord on 12 January, 1958. 
She was buried near her parents and some of her sisters, in Duvauchelle 
cemetery overlooking the tranquil setting of the harbour and the everlasting hills of 
her childhood. 
 
 Written by Désirée McKenzie, Great Granddaughter.     

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
                         ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
WW I Remembered in Hospital Tapestries 
Walton-on-Thames, Surrey  
Barbara Linton writes of her interest in these Tapestries because her Granddad 
(Lucien Hunt) spent quite a bit of time in and out of Walton-on-Thames / Mount 
Felix (photo attached).  His brothers Oliver and Wilfred might also have been 
there (Leslie was killed at Messines).  Perhaps other Comte de Paris  
descendants might have graced the hospital’s doors?   
 
Barbara understands that there is a photo of the 4 Hunt brothers before they 
headed off to the war late in 2015.  If anyone knows of the location of the photo, 
she would love to hear from you in order to obtain a copy. 
 
There’s a plan to have these tapestries commemorating the ‘stories’ of the 
hospital, tour NZ. 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                             Lucien Hunt in the bed. 

The Mount Felix Tapestry commemorates the moving story of the No 2. NZ 
General Hospital at Mount Felix, which cared for 27,000 New Zealand Soldiers, 
wounded at Gallipoli and later battles of WWI. The 44 panels of the tapestry were 
stitched by over 600 volunteer stitchers from the local community of Walton and 
as far away as the Nurse’s Memorial Chapel in Christchurch, New Zealand.  

We need to raise enough money to keep the stories alive by taking the tapestry 
from Surrey to New Zealand. The target is 30K which will give us enough money 
to frame, store, transport and manage the tour. We would like to start the tour in 
Walton and then travel all around New Zealand. 

The stories depicted are of powerful tales of courage and love, the power of 
community, friendship and family. Preserved in stitch is the story of a community 
taking wounded soldiers, far from home, into their hearts and homes. 

As well as being inspirational, it is also a beautiful work of art designed by 
Andrew Crummy and stitched by an extraordinary number of people from every 
walk of life: ex soldiers, school children, nurses, women's institute members, 
even the wife of the NZ High Commissioner stitched a panel.  

We would love to create more panels to be stitched in New Zealand as the 
tapestry tours! It all depends how much money we can raise!  
The project was devised by Riverhouse Barn Arts Centre in Walton close to the 
site and this is where it currently hangs.  
Thank you for spreading the word and supporting this inspirational project.  
Please see the TVNZ video to find out a bit more. or visit our websites.  
 
                           Walton-on-Thames - Keeping the Stories Alive 
                              

http://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/mount-felix-tapestry-tour 

 

                             http://www.mountfelixtapestry.co.uk/ 

 
                            ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Wright/Masters Family Gathering 
 

Joy Masters has provided some photos taken at family gatherings while Grant 
was in Christchurch from France in February/March this year.  The one of the 
Wright/Masters family picnic was taken at Gavin & Liz’s house and the other at 
Lunch at Protocol with Ken Wright and his son and granddaughter, Steven and 
Caitlin.   
Oliver Glen Masters b. January 17, 2017  

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
              Caitlin  Grant  Ken  Joy and  Steven                          Oliver Glen Masters                                                                      

                                                                                                            b. January 17, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                      Wright/Masters family picnic 

 
 

                                                                                                           Grant Joy Gavin    

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

Landing Day Luncheon 
 

The details for our Landing Day Lunch organised by the Comte de Paris Group 
are as follows:  
 
Sunday 20 August 
Tavern Harewood Conservatory, Bishopdale. (Next to the Bishopdale Mall) 
11.45am Meet and greet and get a drink 
12.30pm Be seated ready to order from the set menu prepared for our 
Group. They will be on our tables and as shown below.  This way most people 
will have decided what they are going to order before they get there 
PLEASE REPLY before Wednesday 16 August to Bev Wilson Ph 
0272288060 or wilsons01@xnet.co.nz  
 

MENU 
Your choice 1 Starter, a main and a dessert 

 
STARTERS 

    Garlic Loaf              $8 
    Soup of the Day      $8 
    Seafood Chowder   $10 
 
          MAINS                                                           DESSERTS 
       Fish and Chips     $15                                 Apple Pie                    $12 
       Lamb Shank Pie  $15                                 Sticky Date Pudding    $12 
       Caesar Salad       $12 (add Chicken  $3)    Ice Cream Sunday      $12 
       Corn Fritters         $12 
 
There will be one Raffle Basket containing French/ German goodies.  
Please Note: Dress warmly for this venue.  
 

Overdue Subscriptions 
 

Have you paid your subscription yet?  Our Treasurer is currently chasing up those 
who are in arrears. It is sad to say that each year a few more people are deleted 
from our society and our mailing list because of failure to renew their membership.  
 
Ensure you don’t miss out on ‘La Gazette’.    Pay your 2017/18 subscription 
now. 
 

Editor’s Notes 
 
Please keep forwarding any articles of interest - travel, profiles, etc., to enable      
La Gazette to continue to inform and interest all our valuable family members.  
Send to: Bruce Clark at diana-bruceclark@paradise.net.nz   
 
Have you changed your e-mail or residential address?  Ensure you let us 
know so we can continue to send you La Gazette.   
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Across the Desk Top 
 

Do you have a story to tell? 
 
Many of our older family members are no longer with us and the old stories that 
that we listened to are being forgotten. For those of you who would like to share a 
story of the ‘old’ days, or event that has happened being organised in the future, 
do put pen to paper and forward articles to the Editor.  
 
Building our Society 
 
Do your bit to ensure the continuation of the society.  Get your brothers, sisters, 
sons and daughters to join today.  
Contact our Treasurer, Bruce Clark (diana-bruceclark@paradise.net.nz  ) for a 
membership form. 
 
Zone Co-ordinators        
Northern Vacancy.    This position involves keeping a link with those in the North. 
A list of members for this area will be sent to you. It is a good opportunity to keep 
in touch with family and share 'French' occasions. 
 
Patricia 

 

 
 

         

Committee Contacts 

Chairperson Heather Libeau-Dow 
Ph 03 351 9006 0r 
021 351919 
15A Wairakei Road 
Christchurch 8052 

Secretary Patricia Stoneman 
Ph 03 312 0460 
1103 Two Chair Road 
RD 5 Rangiora 7475 

heather.libeau-dow@libeau-family.org  patricia.stoneman@libeau-family.org  

Minute Secretary 
and 
La Gazette Editor 

Bruce Clark 
Ph 03 942 1705 
7 Mahars Road 
Christchurch 8013 

Treasurer Bruce Clark 
Ph 03 942 1705 
7 Mahars Road 
Christchurch 8013 

diana-bruceclark@paradise.net.nz  diana-bruceclark@paradise.net.nz 

Web Master Richard Warlow France Alain Boussiron 

webmaster@libeau-family.org  alain.boussiron@orange.fr  
Zone Coordinators 

Northern North 
Island 

To Be Advised South Canterbury Desiree McKenzie 
Ph 03 689 8872 

 deay@xtra.co.nz  

Central North 
Island 

Jocelyn Benefield Bay of Plenty Wendy Hawke 

jocelyn.ian@xtra.co.nz  wendyhawke@gmail.com  

Southern North 
Island 

Cherie Cliff 
20 Lockhart Avenue 
Palmerston North 
5301 

 Anne West 
17 Ake Ake Avenue 
Hokowhitu 
Palmerston North 4410 

cherie.cliff@libeau-family.org  d.m.west@xtra.co.nz  
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