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President’s Greeting
A bientot
We have had some changes on the committee and are now sorted to plan the
next year.
We celebrated the end-of year with high tea at my studio( see photo).
Committee members were joined by Peter and Christine Tremewan for a delicious
afternoon tea and catch-up.
Our New Year’s resolution is to focus on digital communication; refreshing the
website and including a suggested itinerary of places to visit family connections
in France and Akaroa.
Facebook is a great way to keep up-to-date. Perhaps you could upload family
celebrations this Christmas and even a video? My son Cameron as newest (and
youngest) committee member has volunteered to take us into the 21st century.
On behalf of the Libeau Descendants Committee, I wish you a relaxed safe and
blessed Christmas.
Joyeux Noel et Bonne Annee
Heather Libeau-Dow

Births, Deaths,Marriages & Birthdays
Birth

Georgia Grace Linton, 21 July 2016, in Auckland. A sister for Ayla Paige
(7 March 2014). Granddaughter to Barbara & Paul Linton.

Deaths:

Leviah Clemence McKeown Born.14 Feb 1918 d. 11 Feb 2016.
Margaret Nola Bennett died 17 Jun 2016.

Contact Changes
Have you changed your e-mail or residential address? Ensure you let us know so we
can continue to send you La Gazette.
Bruce Clark’s contact details are at the end of this newsletter.

Alliance Francaise News
STOP PRESS
Alliance Francaise has moved into new premises at 275 Cashel St.
They will run 2017 classes and a range of events from February in the new larger
venue.
Check out their website, and sign up for Earlybird prices on classes.

Comte de Paris News
AKAROA HERITAGE PARK PICNIC
Sunday 22nd January 11.30am.
All welcome, especially if you have extended family around or visiting.
Bring your own picnic and drinks and seating.
Plan B if raining, meet at Madeira Hotel, Rue Lavaud Akaroa for a bite.
(They have quite a nice menu, including children’s options)
Facebook Page
A reminder the Comte de Paris Facebook page is available for those who wish to
contact the members.

Visits and Travel’s
From Leone and Bruce Fuller’s visit to France.
On 20th April this year Bruce and I left for our 4 week holiday
in France, flying first to Singapore for a few days. Part 2 follows:

After several enjoyable days (and long nights) with Grant we returned to Paris to
join up with our river tour group for a 14 day trip. After a day’s sightseeing we
boarded one of the fast trains to Bordeaux where we boarded our ship for drinks
and a welcoming evening meal and get together. Most cruising was done at night
so we woke up in a new town each day.
Our trip down took us down the Rhone river stopping at Arles, olive tasting and
trip to the asylum where Van Gough was held and then on to a major Roman ruin
where we saw a mock gladiator fight.
Next day to Avignon (World’s largest Gothic Church) and then onto Viviers (truffle
digging using dogs) and a musical recital.(chamber music) However Bruce

managed to escape by choking on his snack and having to leave the room with a
coughing fit.
Onto Tornon (train trip to mountains), then Bellville for frog legs tasting. Then a
highlight of the trip with dinner at L’Abbey de Collonges. The dining room was set
in an old time musical hall with the main wall containing a huge large original
fairground organ with many mechanical toys which interacted as the music
played. This covered the far wall of the photo.

Then to Lyon for more sightseeing and a bus trip to join up with our second ship
for the second part of the journey. This part of the trip took us to Cadillac,
Pauillac, Blay, snail tasting (not Bruce though) and Libourne before returning to
Bordeaux for the final part of the trip. The medieval towns with their castles and
churches were certainly a sight to see.
There we met cousins Gisele and Francois Tauzin and spent a very enjoyable day
with them sightseeing. While walking the streets we came across several mini bus
groups of heavily armed gendarmes. We later found out why, when we heard
what we thought were gunshots. Remember this was when the terrorist
problems were prevalent in Paris. Bruce took his video camera to try and see
what was happening and was confronted by a large Gendarme with body armour
and armed with a large automatic rifle. NO ENTRY!! As it turned out it wasn’t
terrorists but a teacher’s protest and the gunshots were actually firecrackers.
A final dinner for the cruise that night at a beautiful chateau and then it was all
over and back Paris and onto New Zealand via Singapore.
We travelled with APT and would recommend these two cruises for a very friendly
and relaxing trip.
Leone Fuller

Past Clippings from the
Akaroa Mail and Banks Peninsula Advertiser (1877 – 1920)
This is an interesting website that shows past paper clippings from Akaroa Mail and
Banks Peninsula Advertiser (1877-1920).
When searching "Libeau", there are 1467 paper clippings, some are really interesting,
link below.
http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgibin/paperspast?a=q&hs=1&r=1&results=1&t=0&txq=libeau&x=25&y=10&pbq=&dafdq=&
dafmq=&dafyq=&datdq=&datmq=&datyq=&tyq=&o=10&sf=&ssnip=&e=-------10--1---0libeau-This link is on the Libeau website under Links.

Overdue Subscriptions
Have you paid your subscription yet? Our treasurer is currently chasing up those who
are in arrears. It is sad to say that each year a few more people are deleted from our
society and our mailing list because of failure to renew their membership.
Ensure you don’t miss out on “La Gazette”.

Get your payment made now.

Do your bit to ensure the continuation of the society. Get your brothers, sisters, sons
and daughters (or more remote issue) to join today.
Contact our Acting Treasurer, Bruce Clark (diana-bruceclark@paradise.net.nz ) for a
membership form

Editor’s Notes
Please keep forwarding any articles of interest - travel, profiles, articles etc., to enable
La Gazette to continue to inform and interest all our valuable family members.
Send to: Bruce Clark at diana-bruceclark@paradise.net.nz

Across the Desk Top
New feature for La Gazette from the Secretary.
We have a variety of questions coming through the website and via txts.
It is possible for these to be discussed at meetings and the minutes
published on the website. However, sometimes several are of the same type.
A current question concerns obtaining photos of the 1990 Reunion.
These photos were taken by Gordon Heyward who was not only a family
descendant but a professional photographer. When Gordon retired he archived

his photos in the Canterbury Museum. It is possible to obtain these at a fee but it
is necessary to telephone prior to going in. This enables the staff to search and
have them available before arrival.
Other questions include photos from the ‘Libeau Family of Banks Peninsula’.
These photos were sent to the publisher by individuals along with the
biographies. Once the book was published the photos and biographies were
returned to the owners.
Currently, we have people who have the originals and have kindly offered to have
these copied.
To access this source please contact the Secretary via the website.
On that note a reminder that there are photos on the website. Rita Libeau gifted
her collection of Libeau Photos to the Society with the intention they be stored on
the website, available to financial members. This is currently being worked on.
Rita now resides in Parklands, Papanui after suffering from a stroke last year.
You will notice as from the last Annual General Meeting my role has reverted back
to Secretary.
Joyeux Noel et Bonne annee
Patricia
Four Birthdays
In 1946 four cousins were born in and around the Canterbury area.

Margret Clark

Dora Clark Evelyn Adams Gertrude Clark

Patricia

Marilyn

David

Bruce

And here we are today 70 years later.
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