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Presidents’ Greeting 

 
 
Bonjour ma famille 

 

After a really busy year Christmas nearly here! 

As the days lengthen you will be looking forward to a well-deserved break and a chance to enjoy 

the summer days. Reflecting back we have enjoyed a wide variety of activities as we have 

followed the interests of our family and had opportunities to catch up with extended family and 

friends. I guess a highlight this year was the unveiling of Joseph’s headstone, followed by our 

trip to Cambridge and Auckland where we met up with many of you. 

 

Those of you who are retired and have grandchildren nearby will wonder what happens to the 

days. However, it is always a pleasure to see so many young people and their families involved 

in such a wide range of activities. Two wider community activities were the Woodend Flower 

Show where several cousins met up and admired the amazing selection of daffodils! David and 

Leitha Adams had some prize blooms on display.The second event was the Highland Games at 

Hororata. It was a wonderful day of Highland Dancing, Band Competitions, a range of Scottish 

weight lifting and stalls selling anything related to Scottish clans and early history in New 

Zealand. 

We were proud to see our grandson playing in the school band.   

 

Our Christmas Activities began yesterday by taking the granddaughters to see ‘A Christmas 

Carol’ at the beautifully restored Isaac Theatre Royal. What a treat it was! The Royal New 

Zealand Ballet and the Christchurch Symphony had us spellbound. The ‘grand old lady’ looks 

fantastic. Many of us walked down during the intervals to gaze up at the beautifully restored 

dome. 

 

Speaking of restoration we were delighted to receive the video clips of the launching of the 

replica of the Comte de Paris on the Charente River. Thank you to the cousins in Rochefort who 

emailed their own photos and the detailed video of the complete journey from Rochefort and 

followed the Charente River to the port at La Rochelle. It brought back memories of our first 

visit in 2000 when the workers were building the keel. How exciting it would have been to line 

the banks of the river and watch her sail gracefully along the winding river with her sails 

showing above the marshes. 

 

Inside La Gazette you will find a Programme of Events for next year. This will allow folk time to 

plan trips and mark them on the calendar early. The first event in the New Year is the Waitangi 

Day Picnic at Ohoka School. This leads up to the French Fest in October which celebrate 175 

years of planned French settlement of Akaroa. Late in January there will be an Expression of 

Interest form sent out for those who are thinking of coming down to Akaroa. Should there be 

enough interest we will endeavour to make a block booking for accommodation. 

 

After weeks of gale force winds and promises of rain, the last few days have been wonderful and 

it is a pleasure to be out watering the garden and admiring the new growth and roses. I hope most 

of you have enjoyed the wonderful warm days we have had. Let’s hope it continues and we 

wonderful holiday weather . Best Wishes for happiness in the New Year. 

 

Joyeaux Noel et Bonne Annee a tous! 



 

 
I will honour Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year. I will live in the Past, the Present, 

and the Future.  The Spirits of all Three shall strive within me. I will not shut out the lessons that 

they teach!” 

                                                           From A Christmas Carol -       Charles Dickens                                               

 

 

 

Patricia 

 

 

 

 

 

Births, Deaths,Marriages & Birthdays 
 

Births:   Indiana Fairbain: Born in Sydney to Tricia and David on November 3rd. A    

               granddaughter for Richard and Dale Clark. 

 

               Bethany Hope Parsons: Daughter of Lauren and Morris Parsons and granddaughter     

              of Anne and Dave West.  
 

Deaths:   Albert George Clark:  29/04/1930- 04/10/2014 

                                                           

 

                       Richard ‘Dick’ Rawstrom 1916- 4/11/2014. Although not a family member, many of         

                   the Clark/Heywood families have fond memories of Dick. 
 

New Members:     Welcome to  Edna June Bond and Nicole Anne Midgley. 

 

 

Birthday:  Malcoleen (Mallie) Tod, Was 86 years old in May 2014 (from her daughter Jennie 

Millar) 

 

 

 



 

AGM- Cambridge 
 

The Annual General Meeting in Cambridge May 17/18 

 
It has been 6 months since the AGM was held at the No1 Motel in Cambridge. 

It was really lovely to catch up with people and find out what they have been doing. 

The registrations began at 30 but unfortunately illness upset the plans of 3 groups which meant 

our numbers dropped to 17 for the dinner in the evening. 

 

Merv and Phil Smith were disappointed that Phil was not well enough to travel.  However, others 

had been at the meeting and driven home to attend other functions in the evening. 

 

As I have already made mention of the Meeting in an earlier newsletter I will concentrate on the 

meeting itself. It was an enthusiastic group who participated in the business covered. 

 

Leone Fuller, our representative on the Comte de Paris Group spoke of their role in  

promoting and encouraging the links with the French and German settlers who arrived on the 

Comte de Paris in 1840 and talked of the regular events they organize. The co-ordination of the 

re-enactment of the arrival being one of them. She also displayed the new shirt which can be 

purchased. This has the names of all the settlers who travelled to Akaroa from Rochefort. 

 

As  Heather Libeau Dow was on holiday in France a written report was given explaining the role 

of the Alliance Francaise de Christchurch. Among their activities, the major one being the 

teaching of the French language, are monthly breakfasts, film evenings and opportunities for 

French speaking people to gather.  Our Patron Martine Marshall, the Honorary French Consul, 

has been President of this organization. Martine sends her apologies and wishes us well. 

 

A copy of the President’s Report was in the previous Newsletter. 

 

The formal elections  

 

There were 2 changes to the committee. The first was the position of Treasurer. Bruce Fuller 

respectfully declined his nomination and Norman Clark wished to resign from the committee. 

Norman was on the original committee which organized the 1990 Family Reunion. and was 

Treasurer for 20 years. Thanks were expressed to them both and a presentation was held at the 

Family lunch held in Christchurch. 

 

Wendy Brown accepted her nomination and is now our Treasurer. As Wendy lives in Rotorua 

this has meant some changes in communication but with modern technology this has been 

overcome. The remainder of the committee and local co-ordinators remains the same, except 

Kevin Clark who has taken leave from his role as Central Zone co-ordinator. We would like to 

thank Anne West for accepting a nomination to stand on the committee to hold Kevin’s position. 

 

It was decided to continue with General Business have our afternoon tea break before listening to 

the address by Anne West who has been researching the background of Clemence Gendrot. 

“Going back in Time”. With the research Anne had completed, her visual displays and new 

information she shared we were pleased to have had the break and were able to participate in an 

enthusiastic discussion. Again Thank you, Anne! 

 

General Business  

 

1. Discussion around the information to be placed on the Headstone of Joseph Libeau’s 

headstone at Akaroa. 

This was very active and eventually a consensus was reached.  



2. French Fest: Discussion and indication of those interested in travelling to Akaroa. This 

will be the 175th Anniversary of the arrival of the Comte de Paris 

      and will be held on 9/10/11 October 2015. 

3. Review of having a long term programme to enable family to attend more functions in the 

South Is. 

4. Opportunity to suggest and discuss ideas to promote an increase in membership. Sadly 

we have lost many of the older generation. 

 

 

 

The meeting closed and those staying on had time for a break before gathering at the Café Oasis 

for a dinner. Several of the group joined together to have breakfast and a final catch-up before 

leaving for home. 

 

My sincere thanks to Jocelyn Benefield,  Jillian Smith and Sheryl Baker for your help in 

organizing the venues in Cambridge. 

 

                          
 

A glimpse of those present absorbed in Anne’s presentation before participating in a question and 

answer session on Clemence Gendrot.             

 

 

 

 

 

Article by Frances Harrison (Rita Jenkins’ 

Daughter) 

I'll have my first book published this month. It follows my dream to move to France to discover 

my roots and the surprising adventures I have encountered. Moving to France is not for the faint-

hearted, neither is looking for romance, but along the way readers will discover the cultural 

differences between NZ and France, the logistical issues of emigrating to France to consider. 

There's a chapter devoted to our Akaroa family history.  

 Members can order copies as soon as it goes live on Amazon and Smashwords (May 2014). My 

pen name is Frances Lawson (so as not to be confused by a certain famous BBC reporter) and the 

book is titled Follow My Heart: Risking it all for a life in France. It will be available in 

paperback, Kindle and ePUB versions. It would be wonderful if some of our members could help  

 



 

me by reading it and writing reviews. It's tough to get traction out there as an independent 

publisher and I'd like to spread the word about our family. 

 

  

                                  
  

  

 

 

Unveiling of Joseph Libeau’s Headstone 
 

16th August 2014 

         
       Bonjour a tous 

       A special welcome to our guest Vicar John Major who is the vicar at  

       St Andrew’s Anglican Church.  

 

Joseph was married at the Anglican Church by the Ref Aylmer-1852 

 

       Quite by coincidence I discovered that John is related to the Libeau family. He is the 

uncle of Wayne Smith’s wife Carolyn. 

 

      We really appreciate your willingness to bless this new headstone for  

      Joseph Libeau. 

      

      The replacement of the previous plaque has been discussed for some years. 

      As a family we felt Joseph’s contribution to the development of Akaroa  

      and the father figure of 10 generations warranted a more conspicuous 

      headstone which also provided a source for descendants studying the  

      family genealogy. The importance of this occasion is to recognize Joseph’s arrival on  

      the  Comte de Paris along with his wife, Madeleine and two young children  

      and a baby born on the voyage.  



 

      Life was not easy for those of humble life styles in Europe in the early  

      years when Joseph made the choice to board this little boat and travel 

     ‘down under’ not knowing what life would be like. As Rev Major blesses this headstone     

     today it is an opportune time to acknowledge the impact Joseph’s decision to emigrate  

     to New Zealand has made on our lives. 

 

    The fabric of the family quilt is colourful, the stories diverse and links 

    With the family in France renewed and strengthened over recent years. 

    

   Joseph married twice and fathered 20 children from his 2 wives,  

   Madeleine(12) and Mary-Ann Hedgman.(8) 

    

   The evidence that demonstrates the pride and interest Libeau Descendants have in  

    family is demonstrated by the publishing of ‘The Libeau Family of Bank Peninsula’ 

    and now the placement of this new headstone.   Vicar, I would now like to invite you  

    to bless this headstone. 
 

                                 

 

                                           



 

 

 
 

The Libeau Family 
 

Written by Lillian Caroline Harris (nee Wright) , on April 19 1982.  Supplied by Katrina 

Donnelly. 

 

Among the French Immigrants who landed in Akaroa in 1840 were Monsieur Joseph Libeau and 

his wife Marie Madeline, and their children Joseph and Melanie.   Joseph was a gardener by 

trade and brought out his own seeds.  These included asparagus, artichokes and other vegetables 

and herbs.  In this he had a great advantage over the other settlers whose seed supplies were 

drawn from the ship and proved very poor as very few germinated.  Owing to the superiority of 

his seeds Joseph became one of the wealthiest of the immigrants.   

His wife died in 1851.  He subsequently remarried and had a family of eight.  One of them, 

Donacion became a famous walker who afterwards took up residence in the United States.  The 

others became scattered.  Theodore became a successful farmer in the North Island  of  NZ.   Of 

the others I know very little.   

Joseph Jnr worked for his father until 1853.  Then he decided to go with some French friends to 

Australia to try looking for gold at Moonlight Flat.  He was not very happy there, and as he 

wanted to be independent and learn English, he obtained employment on the cutter “Isabella” 

which was engaged in taking goods from the big ships which could not get up the Yarra river to 

Melbourne.  He stayed three months and during that time he learned enough English to make 

himself understood, to his subsequent advantage.  The captain of the “Isabella” sold his ship and 



took my grandfather with him in his father’s ship to Hobart, but on arriving there Joseph was 

horrified at the sight of the convicts in chains and clipped heads.  So at the end of the year 1853 

he worked his passage back to Lyttleton. 

In 1854, he decided to go back and arrived in Sydney where he became a waiter at the Cafe de 

Paris, kept by Monsieur Cheval in George St. He stayed there for two years and then returned to 

Akaroa.  Waiting to greet him was his childhood sweetheart, Mademoselle Clemence Gendrot.  

They were married on February 12th 1856.  The wedding festivities lasted a whole week. 

 

Joseph took contracts for building bridges in Akaroa, and for doing this he received £25 and 20 

acres of land at Duvauchelle Bay.  In about a year a section was cleared and a home was built in 

which they spent the rest of their lives. 

They raised a family of 14 children.  They were: Rose, Lucien, Mary, Victoire (Stephen Hunt’s 

second wife), Elizabeth (who married Stephen’s son John), Kate, Esther, Amelia, Jeame, Lenore 

(my mother, who married Frank Wright,  Fred, Valentine, (who became my stepmother), and the 

twins Mathilde and Clothilde. 

 

The family were Roman Catholics, and as French was spoken in the home, the children did not 

speak English until they went to school.  They were teased and called ‘Froggies’ and other names 

by the children of English parentage.  As they did not like to be different, they forgot their 

French as quickly as possible.  The twins being so much younger were not so and they had their 

French lessons at home until they were eighteen.  They all lived very happy and healthy lives.  

Grandma loved flowers and had a very lovely garden which her daughters helped to keep in 

order.  They made butter and cheese and grew crops of Cocksfoot, which they cut with reap 

hooks, and threshed with flails.  Grandfather, although a fiery Frenchman and a strict 

disciplinarian, was very honest and highly respected.  His word was his bond.  He was a 

Freemason and an Oddfellow for fifty years and never drew an illness benefit.  He died suddenly 

aged 86.   

 

His wife Clemence was the local midwife who seldom had to have the help of a doctor.  She was 

deeply loved.  A very gentle soul and councellor and repository of many confidences.  She died 

aged 73, deeply mourned by all her friends.  They lived to celebrate their Golden Wedding, led 

the grand march, and danced an exhibition minuet at a ball in their honour.  They loved dancing 

and would walk fourteen miles (to Pigeon Bay and back) in the early days, and walk the six 

miles into Akaroa up and down the hills to sell butter and eggs, and carry back groceries.  The 

old house still stands though now unoccupied.  Much of the property has been cut up into 

sections and holiday homes are being erected.  The old couple are at rest in the cemetery on the 

hill overlooking their former home and the sunlit waters of ‘The Bay’, its familiar name as it is 

the largest of the bays surrounding Akaroa. 

 

Akaroa still retains its old world charm, and many streets their french names.  In the main street 

is a French Museum, situated in the earliest house, which incidentally was erected by my uncle 

Monsieur Etaveneaux, who married Melanie Libeau.  The Etevenauxs lived to be over ninety 

years of age.  He built many boats and possessed many valuable tools.  These and his boat were 

destroyed by fire, and with his hobby gone, the old man had no incentive to carry on and died in 

a few months.  All the Libeau family have now passed away.  The last were the twins, Mattie and 

Clo, who lived until they were 84 and died within three months of each other.  The French 

immigrants and their children are gone, but Akaroa has changed very little. 

 

 



French Fest  9th-11th October 2015 

As this French Fest will be special, i.e. 175 year anniversary of the French landing in Akaroa, it 

is expected there will be added interest across a wider geographical range of family wishing to 

participate. 

 With this in mind, the committee is considering the possibility of, again, seeking 

accommodation at YMCA, Wainui. 

A deposit would be required. Details in next Gazette.  Expressions of interest, please 

(leonef@ihug.co.nz ) 

Picnic 

Don’t forget!   Picnic at Ohoka School grounds, Jacksons Road, Ohoka.  February 6th 

(Waitangi Day) at 11.am. 

 

A Request From Our French Family 

Good afternoon to all of you, 

 

I am Baptiste BOUSSIRON, the grand-son of Alain and Annick Boussiron based on La 

Rochelle, in France. They gave me your contacts within the Gazette. 

 

The goal of my email is to get closer to the Pacific Island and obtain some contacts thanks from 

your personal networks because I am currently looking for a job after two years passed in France. 

 

Indeed, I am wishing to go abroad after my last experiences and continue my cultural and 

professional learning in Australia or New Zealand. 

 

I obtained my diploma two years ago with a MBA (MASTERS 2) in International trade 

specialization and import/export. 

 

I am mobile internationally and available immediately to begin a new adventure soon. 

 

You will find in PJ my resume in English and French languages. 

 

Do not hesitate to contact me directly on my personal email address: boussironb@gmail.com or 

my phone number by adding the additive 00 33. (06 73 61 46 77). 

 

I thank you in advance and hope that my approach may result positively.   I wish you a great day 

and remain at your disposal, 

 

Regards, 

 

 

Baptiste BOUSSIRON 

 

boussironb@gmail.com      +33 06-73-61-46-7 

 

mailto:leonef@ihug.co.nz
mailto:boussironb@gmail.com
mailto:boussironb@gmail.com


 

Court Theatre-Christchurch 

We have reserved 50 seats for the play, “Le Sud” (The South)  on 18th March 2015. This are on a 

first come first served basis. Please let us have your expressions of interest. ( E-mail: 

leonef@ihug.co.nz ) 

Full details next La Gazette. 

 

A quick synopsis: 

A brand new play by Dave Armstrong. 

Le Sud is a rollicking political satire that warmly pokes fun at three cultures, two islands and one 

country. 

This specially commissioned play assumes that the French successfully colonized the South 

Island in 1839 and South Zealand or “Le Sud” became an independent French speaking nation. 

Today ‘Le Sud’ is a prosperous socialist country where people work only 30 hours per week , 

enjoy long wine-fuelled lunches, and the popular Prime Minister, Francois Duvauchelle, is a 

renowned womanizer. 

Warning- This play contains many hilarious jabs at the political, sporting, religious, racial and 

cultural values that New Zealand hold dear! 

Comments on previous Dave Armstrong plays: 

“An agonizingly funny comedy of insight.”  “The play is full of topical one-liners that make fun 

of both Left and Right.”  “It’s the sort of play that reminds us why theatre was invented.” 

 

 

 

 

 

“La Gazette” Contributions 
 

Just my usual request for travel, family or interesting tit-bits for our newsletter.  We do have a 

one or two in hand for the next newsletter but pen to paper and send now so we are in a position 

to utilise for the next available edition. 

 

Leone (editor) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:leonef@ihug.co.nz


 

2015 Programme 
 

Social Events.  Social events for the coming year: 

 

 18 Jan 15 – Comte de Paris picnic at Akaroa. 11.00am 

 6 Feb 15 – Libeau Society picnic at Ohoka.    11.00am 

 Mar 15 – Live Theatre – Le Sud. 

 Bastille Day – 14 Jul 15. 

 Landing Day Lunch at the Gaiety Theatre, Akaroa – 16 Aug 15. 

 French Fest at Akaroa – 9 – 11 Oct 15. 

 

Wishing you all a Joyous Christmas and a prosperous 

2015 
 

 

 
 

       Chairperson Patricia Stoneman 

Ph (03) 312 0460 

1103 Two Chain Road   

RD 5 Rangiora 7475 

cdpstoneman@xtra.co.nz 

Secretary Leone Fuller 

Ph (03) 327 2829 

25 Hamel Lane 

Kaiapoi 7630 

leonef@ihug.co.nz 

        Minutes Secretary Bruce Clark 

Ph (03) 942 1702 

7 Mahars Road 

Christchurch 8013 

Treasurer Wendy Bown 

Ph (07) 357 2912 

               124 Paradise Valley Road 

RD2, Rotorua 

diana-bruceclark@paradise.net.nz                                 xbows@ihug.co.nz  

 

         Northern Nrth 
Island 

Bethel McDivi t t  South Canterbury Rep Desiree McKenzie 

          Island Ph 09 849 2489  Ph (03 689 8872 

  bethel@xtra.co.nz 

  

 

 deay@xtra.co.nz 

 

 

 

         Central North 
Island 

Jocelyn Benefield Webmaster Richard Warlow 

          Island Ph (06) 765 5900  webmaster@libeau-family.org 

 

 

 jocelyn.ian@xtra.co.nz    

 

         Southern Nrth          
          Island 

 

Kevin Clark 

Ph(04)3892706 

 

France 
 

alain.boussiron@orange.fr 

kevin_clark@xtra.co.nz (contains underscore after Kevin) 
 

 
 
          Editors               Leone and Bruce Fuller 

                                    Ph (03)3272829 

                                      25 Hamel Lane 

                                        Kaiapoi 7630 

                                          Leonef@ihug.co.nz  
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