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President’s Greeting 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Bonjour la famille 

 

It seems no time since Autumn, yet here we are knocking on the door of Spring! 

                  It really is a delight to have the longer days, early blossoms, colourful bulbs and  

                  watching the rapidly growing number of lambs in the paddocks. 

 

I had a wonderful time in Auckland and Cambridge meeting up with cousins and 

friends when I flew up for the Annual General Meeting and Social weekend.  

                 Thank you to ‘the team’ that organized the venue and restaurant for the dinner. 

Thank you also to those who travelled and balanced their social schedule to be at the 

gathering. Those who attended the meeting were enthralled by Anne West’s address 

based on her research of Clemence Gendrot. Thank you so much for sharing this 

information, Anne. 

 

Cambridge is a very picturesque town and I enjoyed a lovely walk around the lake 

early on the Sunday morning. The mist shrouded the lake, the ducks and birds were 

greeting the day as the sun gradually appeared- along with the early dog walkers! 

 

I was fortunate to have travelled down with Bethel and David McDivitt and Ruth  

McClymont. Ruth had wonderful stories to tell of her early days teaching in the 

Wairarapa. It was with much sadness when Bethel sent news this week that Ruth had 

passed away. 

The week before we had received news the Alan Hawke had also passed away. My 

condolences to both families and to other families who have lost loved ones over the 

winter.  

 

There was a small group at the Family lunch held at the Alliance Francaise on Sunday 

2rd August. The weather was cool but the shared lunch was delicious, the room was 

well heated and we had a good catch-up on family news. 

 

After years of discussion and planning Joseph has a new headstone at last! (refer to 

the following page). 

The afternoon was fine and the Vicar, the Rev John Major carried out the dedication .  

                   Watch for a more detailed account inside and in the Akaroa Mail! 

 

The Landing Day luncheon on 17 August was again held at the Chateau on the Park. 

This is organized each year by The Comte de Paris Group. Last year there was a good 

crowd…this year was great with over 50 people attending. Thanks Leone! 

 

It’s been a busy three months! 

 

Kindest regards 

 

Patricia 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Headstone 
 

                                         In Memory of 

 

                             Joseph Libeau 

 

Born At L’Elaudiere, Le Loroux Bottereau, France, 8 November 

1807 

 

Arrived in Akaroa on the Comte de Paris on 19 August 1840 

(First organised migration of European Settlers to Akaroa) 

 

Died in Christchurch on 28 November 1883 

Interred Anglican Cemetary, Akaroa 

 

Married to Magdalaine Chauvet on 6 October 1929 

Born at Saint-Vincent-Fort-du-Lay, Vendee, France 13 June 1810 

Died in Akaroa 2 April 1852 

Interred Old Cemetery, l’Aube Hill, Akaroa 

 

Married to Mary Ann Hedgman on 12 October 1852 

Born in Surrey, England on 26 March 1827, 

 Died on 24 April 1901 

Interred at Sydenham Cemetery 

 

Erected by the Libeau Descendants Society Inc  www.libeau-

family.org   

 

 

 

          P.S.  An article and photos  of the unveiling will be in the next edition 

                    of the Akaroa Mail. 

 
 

 

http://www.libeau-family.org/
http://www.libeau-family.org/


 

 

 

Births,Deaths and Marriages 
 

Births 
 

 

Oakley, James Batten – born 19.07.2014 at Christchurch Hospital.  Son of 

Jorden Plaskett and Kieran Batten.  Jorden is the daughter of Kaye Plaskett, (nee 

Clark), grandson of  Richard Malcolm Clark and greatgrandson of  Malcolm 

David Clark. 

 

Masters, Ella Louise-born 1.2.2014 at Christchurch to Euan Masters and Katie 

Spice, a granddaughter for Joy and John Masters 

 

 

Deaths 

Hawke, Alan Ernest. Friday August 8 2014. Son of the late Ernest and Winifred 

Hawke 

McClymont, Ruth Adaline b. 09.09.1922- d 18.08.2014. Mother of Bethel 

McDivitt 

 

 

 

New Treasurer 

 
Please note that at the Annual General Meeting, Wendy Brown was elected 

treasurer of the society. Her contact details for enquiries and payments are 

124 Paradise Valley Road, RD 2 Rotorua and e-mail address is 

xbows@ihug.co.nz. Wendy’s phone number is 07- 357 2912. 

 

mailto:xbows@ihug.co.nz


Waitangi Day Picnic 2014 

 
The Waitangi Day picnic was held at the Ohoka School which is 11km from the Tram 

Rd turn-off. 

The grounds are spacious, well fenced with plenty of activities for the children to play 

on. Being a very old settlement the grounds have lovely established trees and 

excellent indoor facilities should the weather not play ball! 

 

However, we had no fear of that as the weather dawned clear and warm. 

The sun shone and we moved very quickly from the shelter of the buildings to the 

grassed areas and sunshine.  

 

There was a mixed group of older folk, Shirley Clark being the oldest at 85 and 

Saffron Parsonson the youngest at 3. Grant Wright arrived with sister, Joy and brother 

Brent. This was a surprise as I did not know Grant was back in New Zealand. 

It was a very relaxing afternoon and a good opportunity to spend catching up with 

family affairs. 

 
The children enjoyed the range of activities on the school site, including access to the 

Indoor Basketball court. 

After lunch they had sack and egg and spoon races. 

 
The little ones enjoyed playing in the sand pit and the girls swinging on the bars. 

 
                                                                           

         
                Richard Clark lining up the starters while        Sam, Kate, Lia and Grace Jenkins line  
              Mary-Ann Jenkins handicaps.                      up ready to go!                                                              

  

                                                                        Jasper and Saffron Parsonson are 

                                                                         playing  in the sandpit.       

 

The relaxing atmosphere and pleasant surrounds made this an ideal the 

opportunity to gather a family group and spend time with everyone. Hopefully 

we will be able to use this site again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Akaroa Museum Exhibitions 
 

There are 2 exhibitions currently on in the Akaroa Museum.  One is about the 

travelling taonga and features Emilie’s rain coat.  The other is about the Akaroa 

boys in World War I and includes a letter by “Soldier Bill” Wright (Leone 

Fuller’s father), from the trenches to his sister Lil.  

 

Contributed by John Coleman 

 

Photos and a copy of the letter will follow in a later “La Gazette.” 

 

 

 

Morgan’s Poetic View of Paris 

Ahh Paris 

How you feed my soul 

I nibble on your beauty 

Snack on your secrets 

And feast on your magnificence. 

You welcome me to your cobbled streets 

Your tree lined boulevards, steep steps, beautiful bridges and views 

You give me peace in your gardens. 

 

My eyes never tire of 

Your buildings 

Window boxes, tumbling flowers 

And balconies 

Your taste is crisp baguette 

Buttery croissant, hot chocolate and coffee. 

 

You are a continent to be explored 

A map to be charted 

A puzzle to find all the pieces for 

You are a piece of art that hangs perfectly in my heart. 

 

Your language is my entrée 

You sights my plat de jour 

The sound of you my creamy Crème Brulee. 

 

You fill my being and quench my thirst 

My heart is joyful in your presence 

My soul is singing as I walk 

 

 

Morgan Libeau 2005 
 

 

Alison and Mike Hannah in France 
 
In June 2012 Mike and I travelled to France as part of a trip to trace my ancestors from both 
France and Scotland.  Following a few days in Paris and the Loire valley we travelled down to 
Rochefort to stay with Michèle and Michel.  Michel took us on a tour of the amazing 



Saturday market  - flowers, cheeses, breads, fish and fresh fruit and vegetables.  What a 
wonderful experience. 

Michèle et Michel were delightful hosts taking us to see the local sites and we 

enjoyed wonderful French cuisine in their luxurient garden – the weather was very 

kind.  A highlight was a trip to Brouage and the maritime history that surrounds the 

Charente – Maritime area. We were surprised by the extent of the fortified islands that 

protected the mainland and also the history of exploration to Canada 

and establishment  of a trading post for furs in Quebec.   Napoleon 

also left from Brouage for his excile on St Helena. 

Brouage was established in 1555 as the first European place for 

trading in salt. The town was fortified between 1630 and 1640 by 

Cardinal Richelieu as a Catholic bastion in order to fight against the 

neighbouring Protestant town of La Rochelle.   

The walk along the path on top 

of the walls, which circle the 

town, gives a clear view of the 

layout of the city and an extended view of the 

marsh and the sea. In the last part of the 17th 

century the habour began to silt up and the decline 

of the town started. Rochefort took away its 

military role.   

A trip on the transporter bridge (a type of movable 

bridge that carries a segment of roadway across a 

river) was also fun. The gondola is slung from a 

tall span by wires on a metal frame. The design 

has been used to cross navigable rivers where there is a requirement for ship traffic to 

be able to pass. This has been a rare type of bridge, with fewer than two dozen built.  

We also visited La Rochelle and  enjoyed afternoon tea 

at Annick and Alain’s 

home and met 

Micheline and Gilles.  

Finally it was farewell 

to Michèle, Michel and 

their daughter outside 

their home in Rue du 4 

Septembre, the same 

street that Joseph left from in 1840.  We really 

valued the opportunity to meet relatives and 

experience the area that our ancestors left so many 

years ago.  

Alison Hannah 

 

French Summer Trip 2014 

A few more photos of the “Frogs in NZ” last summer. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual General Meeting held in Cambridge 



May 19th 
.                 

President’s Annual Report to the AGM 2013/14 

  

 Bonjour, messieurs et madames, 

 

It is my pleasure to present the President’s Report to the 19th Annual General 

Meeting of the Libeau Descendants Incorporated Society. 

 

It is a pleasure to be here in Cambridge to hold the 2014 meeting, to see the 

enthusiasm and interest in researching, sharing knowledge and family memories and 

enjoying the company of a large and varied group of descendants. 

Maintaining family links is important in ensuring that the heritage of the family is 

passed on to the next generation and the links remain strong. 

One of the aims of the Society is to preserve and/or assist with the preservation of 

historical artifacts and/or information of the Libeau Family. 

 

At the 2005 Libeau Conference it was passed unanimously to set up the North Island 

branches. Today there are seven people here from that group, with two apologies. 

Thank you for your support and interest over the years. 

 

Another object is to foster any reunion of the descendants of Joseph Libeau and his 

wives Magdelaine Libeau( nee Chauvet) and Mary Anne Hedgman in the future. 

Events such as this weekend’s gathering not only meets this objective but also the 

requirement of the constitution. 

 

What has happened over the past year? 

 

This year has been quieter than the previous year when The Libeau Family of Banks 

Peninsula was published and we welcomed Gilles and Michelline to New Zealand. 

 The year began well with an improved attendance at the AGM. This was held in the 

newly purchased Alliance Francaise rooms, Columbo St. The venue added to the 

success, with those attending enjoying the atmosphere and the shared lunch which 

followed. It certainly showed that family links are strong and valued. Vaughan and 

Leigh Mc Ewen had not long returned from visiting the Libeau Family in Manassas, 

U S A. and gave an impromptu and enlightening talk on the experience. 

 

Several family groups have developed links with the French cousins and enjoyed their 

experience exploring the Charente Maritime region, discovering their roots and 

developing a better understanding of where our forefathers lived. The contributions in 

La Gazette make exciting reading! Oh, to be there! 

 

When Gilles was in New Zealand he presented a lovely print of the docks at 

Rochefort on the cold winter to the Libeau Desc Society. It was about the time the 

Comte de Paris embarked on the journey to Akaroa. Copies of this have since been 

made and are available for those who wish to purchase them. 

 

Landing Day was marked by a special luncheon at the Chateau on the Park. This was 

organized by the Comte de Paris Group to recognize the 10th Anniversary of their 

formation. There was a turnout of over 40 people with many being Libeau 

Descendants. 

The oldest attendee was Leviah Jenkins nee McKeown who is now 95; and a 

sprightly one at that! 

 

The ‘French Fest’ held at Akaroa in October, had a doubtful start as a southerly storm 

overnight had brought heavy rain and wind. As the weather was still windy and cold  

the sailing was cancelled. However, as the morning had cleared the parade continued 



along to the Recreation Ground. Tents were erected and bunting draped; the sun 

shone and the band played. Several of the Libeau family supported the Comte de 

Paris tent. The displays of photos and information available are always a drawcard. 

The new Comte de Paris tops with the family names recorded were available for sale. 

Unfortunately the heavy rainfall from the previous night had turned the grounds into a 

swamp!  

We hope for better conditions for 2015 when it will be the 175th Anniversary of the 

arrival of the Comte de Paris. 

The day is always enjoyable; a great of way of celebrating our French Heritage and a 

chance to keep in touch with other descendants.  

 

A family picnic was held at Ohoka School grounds on Waitangi Day. It was a 

pleasant site and a chance for younger family members to play and the older folk to 

catch up with the news. Although a smaller group it was possible to meet and chat 

with everyone. A special surprise was the arrival of Grant and Brent Wright, plus 

sister Joy Masters. 

 

As a result of an inquiry from the website it was decided to accept this request and we 

prepared to be filmed for a French Programme, ‘Our cousins in New Zealand’. After 

organizing a group to participate, the timings were not suitable for visiting Akaroa. 

At this point I need to express appreciation to Peter Tremewen for his willingness to 

translate for us. 

 

Communication is an important aspect of keeping the Society alive and growing. 

Our three main links are La Gazette, our website www.libeau-family.org and now 

Facebook. 

 

La Gazette has been published more regularly with a varied selection of contributions. 

We appreciate these items as they form an historical record of the life and times of the 

family over the years. Back copies can be read on the website. Back copies are 

available on the website from 2002. It is hoped to have assistance to scan back to the 

original copies. 

Gordon Heyward from the original committee and our photographer at the Reunion in 

1990 moved we should have the newsletter and so it began.Richard Clark published 

this up to No 30. Now 38 issues laterI would like to recognize the time and effort it 

takes to publish and thank Leone and Bruce for continuing on with this important 

link. La Gazette is a valuable history of current times and sections of this are recorded 

in The Libeau Family of Banks Peninsula.  

 

Richard Warlow, our webmaster, has reported on the growing number of family using 

Facebook  now 111 are now registered. The front page is from the Reunion in 1990. 

Enquiries are coming in via the website, although fairly quiet at the moment. 

 This year we have had several different people contacting the Society. It takes time to 

monitor and follow-up these enquiries. 

This is an opportune time to thank Richard for his unseen but very important role in 

our communication network. 

 

Discussions have included the need to change some of the format, more of the cameo-

type articles that can be on the website, could include ‘What people are doing’ and 

special family events. These will eventually be ‘history’! 

Offers of help for short term tasks would be appreciated with scanning and pasting 

the past La Gazettes on the web site. 

 

The financial state of the Society is in a healthy position with $13,150. This has 

enabled the planning of a new headstone for Joseph Libeau to be completed this year. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.libeau-family.org/


 

 

Special mention must be made here of Bruce Fuller’s commitment. Bruce has 

indicated his wish to stand down as the Treasurer. He has kept the accounts in order 

and kept us up to date with our membership. Bruce, along with wife Leone, has also 

been one of the editors of La Gazette.  

Bruce, Thank you for the hours you have put into this role. 

 

 

Looking Ahead 

 

 Commence the planning for the 175th Anniversary of the Comte de Paris  

                              10/11 October 2015. 

 Place an Information Board near where 54 rue Grehan is sited. 

 Gather on Landing Day at Akaroa Cemetery for the unveiling of Joseph 

Libeau’s new headstone. 

 

To keep any organization involved and growing requires commitment and a passion 

to succeed. 

 

I would like to thank each and every one of the committee for your commitment 

and involvement in the activities. To those I have not mentioned yet: Richard Clark, 

Heather Libeau-Dow, Desiree McKenzie, Jocelyn,Benefield, Bethel McDivitt, Kevin 

Clark, Cherie Cliff, Alain Boussiron, and Grant Wright thank you for your imput 

support and guidance and on-going interest.  

 

At this stage I would like to make a final thank you to Norman Clark, who was 

on the original committee established in 1989 and remained as Treasurer until 2009 

when he handed over the reins to Bruce Fuller. Thank you for your 25 years invested 

in the Libeau Family!  

 

I now wish to table this report and recommend its acceptance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“La Gazette” Contributions 
 

Just my usual request for travel, family or interesting tit-bits for our 

newsletter.  We do have one or two in hand for the next newsletter but do put 

pen to paper and send now so we are in a position to utilise for the next 

available edition. 

 

Leone (editor) 

 

 


