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President’s Greetings 
 

Bonjour la famille 

 

Autumn has arrived! The wind has the leaves tumbling along the driveway. Summer has been 

and gone! Only the last of the strawberries are clinging on hoping for some late summer sun 

to ripen them. 

I hope you have been able to keep in touch and/or gather together in family groups to share 

Christmas and reflect on the year that has been.  

Personally we have had a year of ups and downs with earthquake disruption and family losses 

but balanced with the joy of watching our brood of grandchildren grow and challenge 

themselves in a variety of sport, music dance and ponies. 

Babysitting is always in demand! 

To families in Christchurch who are still waiting „not so patiently‟ for house clarification, 

insurance and rebuilds in Christchurch hopefully outcomes will speed up for you. 

For those families in the North Island and Nelson areas who experienced the worst of the 

winds, rain and floods my thoughts are with you. I know Jocelyn and Ken have been badly 

affected during the Taranaki storm and there will be others in the different areas. 

Thank you to our French cousins who keep a watchful eye on the New Zealand News and 

have sent emails expressing their concern; we really appreciate you kind thoughts. 

During February I was fortunate to travel up to Napier to meet with friends and enjoy the Art 

Deco Weekend. It was fantastic! Write it on your „to do‟ list. 

There was a gathering of the Smith family from Hamilton. Wayne and Carolyn were hosts at 

their home on open spaces near Hastings. What a lovely spot! 

Thank you to those who have gathered  information, updated family details and returned 

these to Alison Honeyfield. There are still many gaps to be completed. If you still have forms 

not completed please send them to Alison URGENTLY! 

Alison is anxious to begin assembling the book in the next two/three weeks. 

This year my wish is to see an update of the website. Several members have already 

discussed some new ideas to make this user friendly and to keep information up to date. 

Richard Warlow, our webmaster, is very good at checking daily and forwarding requests and 

information on. Do make time to log-in and check out what is current. 



If you have photos of family events, or have scanned photos you would like to share, forward 

them, named with a paragraph or two, to Richard who will file them in the Photo Gallery 

which can only be accessed by financial members. 

 

The 2012 Annual General Meeting is to be held at the Cashmere Club on Sunday 20 

May commencing at 11.00 am.  Lunch is available at the club at 1.00 pm for those 

wishing to partake.  

 

Kind regards 

 

Patricia 

 

Births, Passings,Marriages and New Members 

 

BIRTHS:        

 

Alastair (Joseph and Clemence Libeau) and Annette McGowan had two grandchildren born 
in 2011 
 

 Naomi Christine Jane McGowan 
- born 27 May. Daughter of Nathan 

and Kirsty who live in Hoon Hay, 

Christchurch. Nathan is a builder 

and Kirsty is a Primary School 

teacher. 

   

 



 

 

 

 

 Rosalie Eliza McGowan – born 13 December. Daughter of Michael  

and Miriam who live in Ruislip, London. Both Michael and Miriam 

            are musicians in the Royal Air Force central band. 

 

Also Diana and Bruce Clark announced arrival of new granddaughter, Caitlin Rose Mitchell 

on 9
th

 December 2011.  Both mum Fiona, and Caitlin doing well. 

 

 

Correction: In the December newsletter we had incorrect details for Katrina Donnelly‟s new 

grandson: 

Correct details are that Katrina‟s daughter Melissa and son in law Craig have a little boy, 

Hayden James Winters born 18/7/2011- a brother for Oliver Stuart Winters. 

 

NEW MEMBERS:           

No new members this period 

Tributes 
It is with regret we acknowledge the passing of the following family members: 

 

Melva Evelyn Drummond on 9
th

 January 2012. 

Dennis George Baker on 26
th

 November 2011 

Lola May Robinson on 28
th

 November 2011 



 

A little bit of France comes home 

 
Part 2 of 2 provided by Frances Harrison of her French excursion. 
 

 
We wondered around the 
neighbouring town of Loroux 
Bottereau where we viewed 
one of only two surviving 
statues of Louis XVI in France, 
while a wedding was taking 
place. 
 

We lunched together and set 

off to view the mighty Loire 

River and the destroyed 

fortified village of Chateauceaux 

(now Champtoceaux).After 

some rather strenuous exercise there we all departed back to Alain’s place for champagne and 

dinner. A wonderful family day. 

On Sunday we departed la Rochelle with it’s three towers and colourful port. We collected the car 

and drove towards Ile de Madame to meet up with Alain, Gilles and our other cousin Michele. 

This area at the mouth of the Charente gave us a view of the channel leading to open water; the 

channel the Comte de Paris took and was stranded on. We tried to identify the exact location but it’s 

not certain. There’s a low causeway accessible at low tide to the Isle which is topped by a fort. We 

inched our cars along the rocky road and then drove long the coastline looking at the intriguing 

fishing cabins installed at the tide-line. Some are large enough to sleep in if need be. Seafood and 

fish are important products from this area. 

There’s an aquafarm and attached restaurant. We made for that. Gilles had brought flags of NZ and 

France for fun. Working my way through the lunch courses and wines (plenty of that over this trip) 

and listening to all the French language swirling around me (much of which I couldn’t understand) I 

really felt like a tiny part of an important story. 

As we were checking out a French 

guy overhead that at least one of us 

was a Kiwi and started up a 

conversation. He and his friend were 

very knowledgeable about some of 

the All Black greats so thank 

goodness I could name-drop a few 



players from the past, even though I detest the sport. It was a very warm exchange between 

strangers. 

It’s a shame the French know NZ rugby players but not about their country’s original foray into the 

South Pacific. The French government gave up on NZ which was their first choice for a base there 

and moved on to the Marquesas and Tahiti. 

 I had to leave, which was a bit sad, but 

I had to get back to Ile de France for 

work the next day. Lots of hugs and 

then an uneventful long return journey. 

This past weekend has been a 

milestone, memorable, precious and a 

special time spent with JC and my 

French family. I so hope we can all keep 

in touch. 

If you’d like to know more about my 

trip to Charente-Maritime and what it’s 

like to move to France and live there  you can follow my adventures at 

http://francesbigadventure.blogspot.com 

 

In this last photo left to right: Michele and Michelle, Annick, Peter and Christine Tremewen, Gilles and 

Micheline Fornat, Alain Boussiron and me. 

This completes Frances’ article. 

http://francesbigadventure.blogspot.com/


 

Frederick John Clark 

 
 

 
 

Part 1 of an article provided by granddaughter, Margaret Castleton 

 

 
Granddad Clark 

 

Mums Father was a great influence in our lives as he visited 

us on the farm often in his Ford 10 and always greeted us 

with open arms.  A happy man, who only had the basics in 

the way of possessions but had such a positive attitude to 

life.  You would always find him strolling up the street in 

Pahiatua stopping and chatting with people and he was well 

liked by everyone. 

 

Granddad was born in Little River Akaroa on 22 September 

1888, the 7th of 13 children, and attended the Hillside 

School in Little River.  At the age of 14 he went to work as 

a Rouse-a-bout for a family who owned a Mill at Little 

River.  This work was looking after the horses and doing 

chores around the house.  With his brother Andrew he went 

to Oamaru for 3 years as a labourer on a sheep farm.  He 

also worked for a time on the Pigeon Bay road board in 

Akaroa.   

 

On the 26th May 1915 he married Minnie Mander who was a 

dressmaker.  They were married at the home of Mrs C Mander, 88 Jefferies Road, 

Bryndwyer, Christchurch.  In 1916 they came to the North Island.  Great Grandma’s 

sister had died some years earlier leaving four girls, so it was at Great Grandma’s 

insistence they call at Mangamaire and visit Mr Nielson to see how the girls were getting 

on.  Mr Neilson offered Granddad a job managing his farm so for the next 5 years they 

lived at Mangamaire.  Mum always kept in close contact with these cousins and their 

families because of this early contact.  The names or the cousins of Granddads I 

remember were Gladys Hubbard, 

Ellen Wills and Ada Sowry and Clara 

Rotherham.  Ellen’s and Ada’s families 

lived in the nearby districts and I 

remember the family visiting and 

Mum keeping in touch with them all. 

 

 

Granddad Clark 

 

Ruth, Clem, Minnie, Miriam, Mum, Fred, Grace, Fred 



In 1927 after several short moves in the district Granddad and Minnie moved to 

Gardeners farm at Nikau where they lived for 12 years.  During this time they raised 6 

children of which Mum was the 5th.  Miriam, Clemence, Frederick jnr, Ruth, Kathleen and 

Grace.  To get to school they went by horse and trap and later ponies, two or three on 

each pony.  

 

Like many families of the time they never had a lot of material things, but Mums 

memories were of a very happy Christian family, often singing hymns by the fire in the 

evenings.  Christmas gifts were a hair brush or something equally small.  Minnie was a 

great seamstress and made all their clothes, often from used adult clothes, and sewing 

for 6 children must have kept her busy. 

 

After Granddad and family left Nikau, they moved to a farm above the railway station in 

Pahiatua which is now owned by my brother David.  I understand that they were only 

there for a short time before Granddad bought a small farm at Mangatainoka and it was 

later that year Minnie died of a stroke aged just 52.  This was when Mum was just 15.  

Miriam was the last daughter to get married some years later and it was then that 

Granddads neighbour, Jessie Garlick came to housekeep for Granddad and in return he 

took on the management of her farmlet as well as his own.  It was a good mutual 

arrangement for them both and I believe 

we all provided the family environment 

that Auntie Jessie would not have 

otherwise had.  When Granddad was 81 

they sold the farmlets and moved to a 

house in town (Pahiatua) and I 

remember him telling me at that time 

that he had been single for 27 years, 

married for 27 years and a widower for 

27 years.  

 

When Jessie (affectionately known as 

Auntie Jessie) died, Granddad moved 

into the newly built Waireka rest home 

in Pahiatua, and was one of the first residents and loved by all.  Granddad got a lot of 

pleasure from reading and read a lot of historical novels about early 

New Zealand and would often have interesting anecdotes to relate from 

his recent read.  I visited him often when the children were little as he 

was such a pleasure to visit and always had lots of stories about his 

early family life to relate.  He was a great inspiration to me at that time 

of my life.  If only I had written down some of the many stories he told 

me in those days.    

 

One summer when they lived at Nikau Granddads mother came North 

to stay with the family for 6 weeks and I remember Mum telling us that 

it was on this visit that Grandma Heyward taught her to crotchet, and 

this remained Mums hobby for the rest of her life.  It was during this 

visit she told the family this story.  As re-told by Auntie Ruth:  

 

 

 

Mum & her Mother -Minnie 



  “Brought up a catholic she was visited every week by the priest in her local area.  

However her first husband died and she had to move house with which I believe were 8 

children.  In her new home the previous residents left a piano which grandma had to 

move to fit in her furniture.  As she moved the piano there was a heavy thump as 

something behind it dropped to the floor.  Picking it up she found it to be a Bible which 

Catholics in those days were not allowed to own or read.  Excited she dropped to the 

floor and started to read the New Testament.  She was excited beyond belief and sat 

there all afternoon reading page after page.  

 

Her conclusion was "I don't have to leave all this to the priest.  I can pray directly to my 

heavenly father and ask for the forgiveness for my sins."  She took it all on board and 

became a believer in Jesus as her personal saviour.  The next week when the priest 

turned up as usual and walked up to the fire place to reach for his usual donation there 

was no money there.  He asked for an explanation.  He was very angry at what she told 

him and tried to reason her out of her belief.  She was convinced and unmoveable.  So 

the next week he came back with his Bishop from Christchurch. The same argument 

followed and she remained immoveable, so they both left very angry with her.  At her 

gate they stood side by side and shook the dust of her home off their feet.  She found 

this highly amusing but nothing could change her 

determination.  

 

Always after that she taught her children the 

scriptures and before they could have their breakfast 

each of them had to recite correctly a text.  Such 

was her love for her Lord and her commitment to 

bringing her children up in the faith that more than 

three of them became ministers of the gospel and 

others local preachers.  She was a very strong lady 

and a very determined one.  She lived to 100 years 

and 100 days.  God Bless her.” 

 

Part 2 will continue in the next edition of “La 

Gazette” 

 

 

 

 

Les Norrish 

Les‟ daughter Nola Dick has forwarded an interesting article which has been deferred for lack 

of space.  This will commence in the next edition. 

 

 

 

Grandma Heyward 



Winter in Surgeres, France 

Supplied by Gilles Fournat: The rear of Micheline et Gilles home in Surgeres.  Gilles has 

reliably informed us he was about to go out and mow the fish pond.  I do have some doubts 

about that though. Any of you that have met Gilles (a joker and leg-puller) may form the 

same opinion. 

 

 

 

Subscriptions 

We hate to harp, but for some of you this could be that last edition of “La Gazette” you will 

be receiving.  By this we mean you have not paid your subs for the last year and we are 

nearly due for a new subscription. The committee decided once again that it was unfair to 

those that have paid their subs for us to continue issuing our newsletter to unfinancial 



members. I will contact all those affected to ensure you realise that you are in danger of 

missing out.   

 

Message from our Webmaster 

Richard Warlow who is our industrious webmaster (and family member) advises that around 

50 members get e-mail communications that includes website updates and other late notices. 

If you are not getting these, please advise Richard (and our secretary) of your current e-mail 

address. Contact addresses are at the end of this newsletter.  

 

Editors Reminder 

Hey !!! 

We really thank you for those gazette contributions that we have received. Every little bit 

helps. We may have to delay printing some submitted articles and as you can see we serialise 

some in an endeavour to utilise our contributions. We are fast running out of our stockpile. 

Now is the time to send us an article. 

The editors would still love to hear from you with interesting little tidbits for our readers‟ 

enjoyment. Please send them to either of us at leonef@ihug.co.nz or brucief@ihug.co.nz  

I.e. Family histories/anecdotes, travel (especially in France), photos. Etc. 

See what you can come up with! 

DVD Reminders 

Just a quick reminder that the DVD of the 1990 initial reunion is available.  Please contact 

Patricia Stoneman (cpdstoneman@xtra.co.nz ) if you want a copy. 

 

Committee Contacts 

Chairperson  Patricia Stoneman  Secretary  Leone Fuller 
                              Ph (03) 355 7151                                     Ph (03) 327 2829 
                              22a Searells Road     25 Hamel Lane 
                              Christchurch  8053     Kaiapoi 7630 
                              cdpstoneman@xtra.co.nz                                          leonef@ihug.co.nz 

mailto:leonef@ihug.co.nz
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mailto:cpdstoneman@xtra.co.nz
mailto:cdpstoneman@xtra.co.nz
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Minutes Secretary Bruce Clark   Treasurer   Bruce Fuller 
   Ph (03) 942 1702      Ph (03) 327 2829 
                             7 Mahars Road      25 Hamel Lane 
                             Christchurch 8013     Kaiapoi 7630 
   Diana-bruceclark@paradise.net.nz                                 brucief@ihug.co.nz  
 
Northern North Island Bethel Clark    South Canterbury Rep Desiree McKenzie 
   Ph 027 282 0765     Ph (03)689 8872 
   Bethel@xtra.co.nz      deay@xtra.co.nz  
 
Central North  Island     Jocelyn Benefield                           Webmaster  Richard Warlow 
                                            Ph (06) 765 5900                                                   webmaster@libeau-family.org  
                                            Jocelyn.ian@xtra.co.nz  
 
Southern North Island   Kevin Clark                                        France                  alain.boussiron@orange.fr  
                                           Ph (04) 3892706 
                                           kevin_clark@xtra.co.nz   (contains underscore after Kevin) 
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